Nepal lifts ban on political parties 

KATHMANDU (R) — NqpaTs hekagtml premu eat, hring 

deawnpy, aid Sunday it was Bffing a 
St^eas^aid ban on pu B il n l parties. The nave was ■imimutul fat a 
coa m m i qB c tencd by Kins Wrendra»i palace and reported by state 
tehrWnw. At kart » people were fcOed in frWw when 

tkaasnds of pro-doiiflcracy protesters tried to march an Ok palace. The 
tdevHoft gam no detafls bat raid non wudd be made 

!*££_* -**? ftfc44-yearoidBng had met fag opposition leaden— two 
k&irts and two from the banned Nepali Congress Party wfefch b 
^earbeadtag the movement for restoration of democracy. Oik of the 
PfapaB coupes leaders was Gkfyi Prasad Kofrala, brother of BJ. Koinda 
wto was the country’s prime minister hi I960 during NenaFs brief 
aptrimaif-f piri sini u i aij democracy. Kofoda’i e or ei iim e m w»« rfioai* . 
sed by Hag Maheudn, Bbtndra’s father, who Introduced the partykss 
rierted pandtayrt (conned] system. 

(See ember story on page 8) 
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An indepei^n@»ab political daily 

,^ll» fcidjVl Unrtli twuijM yfc 



War of nerves in Lithuania 

MOSCOW (AF) — Some 2,000 LUbnanian prevented hundreds of 

Soviet soldiers from entering the republic's main prfnfbig plant in Vilnius 
before dawn Sunday to reinforce ontnambered troops inside, residents 
said. Meanwfcfle In Rome, the Pope’s envoy to the Soviet Union said in an 
interview pnbHshed Sunday that the Vatican might hi the 

independence dispute if It was ariced to do so. Pope John Pant H already has 
Caled for talks to resolve the dbpate hi Lithuania, which Is overwbdmlngfy 
CatboPc. The devdopmeats came at the end of Lithuania's fourth week (rf 1 
■dfdcdared Independence mid a day alter some 306,000 people raffled in 
Vfcha to press theb independence demands on the K remHn. Abo 
Saturday to the neigh hou r lug BdUc Republic of Latvia, radical members 
of the Cramist Party stormed out of a party meeting after feflow 
d c kgldrr refused to derive the local party independent of Moscow. 
W niw l reth rfSwid anhHm arriiwl at H» I J Umhh^ p ^nKpg p]»^« ^ 

5 sjb. (0306 GMT) Sunday in more than a Jwm mStury vehicles, but 
were prevented from getting i nside , according to Romanas Bogdavas, an 
adviser to mhuanlan President Vytantas Landsbergb. 
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>. Israel shells 

V S-Lebanon villages 

TYRE (AP) — Israeli troops and 
. 7' allied imlitiainea retaliated for a 
guerrilla assault Sunday by sheD- 
^ - mg vfllages in Sooth Lebanon. 

Security sources said two people 
weir killed and nine wounded in 
< die attacks. Unidentified infibra- 

J - tors ambushed eight mili tia men 

“ * of the Israeb-backed South Leba- 
. N non Army (SLA) who were on 
■ ^ food patrol along the Alman- 
Shomarieh road, inside the 
“security zone” Israel controls in 
South Lebanon. A security 
' - source speaking on condition of 
anonymity said one SLA mili- 
tiaman was killed and two wound* 
•=' ed in the brief afternoon clash. 

The source said the SLA and 
" Israeli troops retaliated by bom- 
• - . banting the villages of Zotar AJ 
Sharkich and Zotar A1 Gharbieh 
kflfing one person and wounding. 
’ ' seven. 

Four killed In 
£ S. African violence 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
Four blacks were killed and seven 
~ r injured in the latest round of 
faction fitting, police reported 
Sunday. In unrest reports for the 
previous 24 hours say that four 
r - blacks died in font separate ind- 

dents. Three of the deaths occur- 
red in the southeastern province 
of Natal, site of a black power 
■: struggle that has claimed some 

4,000 lives since 1986. The seven 
people injured included two 
policemen. African National 
Congress leader Walter Sisohi 
j. joined thousands of Macks at a 

funeral service Sunday for protes- 
ters fatally shot in a dash with 
police March 26 in Sehokeng, a 
township south of Johannesburg. - 

Greekconservatives 
take strong lead 

ATHENS (R) — Greece’s con- 
servative party took a strong lead 
in initial results Sunday in the 
country's third national election 
v in 10 months. With 6.7 per cent erf 

the vote counted, the conserva- 
tive New Democracy Party had 

V 49.2 per cent, the Pasok Socialist 
Party 37.4 per cent and a 
communist-led alliance 8.4 per 
cent, foe interior ministry said. 
Opinion polls have shown New 
Democracy well in foe lead but 
short of an absolute majority in 
the 300-seat parliament, as it was 

^ • in June and November elections. 

It was too early to say whether. 

_ New Democracy would win an 

absolute majority this time. 

Free Democrats 
admit 

\ defeat in Hungary 

BUDAPEST (R) — The alliance 
of Free Democrats conceded de- 
feat Sunday as early results 
■ sfaowfcd a landslide towards foe 
' . centre-right Hungarian Democra- 
w .--tic Forum in Hungary's first free 
national elections since 1945. “It 
K-jdear that the Hungarian 
N ' Democratic Forum is going to get 
the most seats.'’ Mfldos Haraszti, 

. spokesman for the left-liberal 
affiance, said in a television inter- 
■' - view 'after a second and decisive 
- round of voting. 


i Ugandan cabinet 
.Ulster arrested 

nj 1 y 

_ ^KAMPALA (AP) — Uganda’s 
4^SUSter of culture, youth 
^tohporis has been arrested on a 
^hatgc of sedition, a presidential 

>ypros secretary said Sunday. 

Moses Ali was detained Saturday 
after being summoned from his 
borne to state house, said Hope 
Kivengere. the president’s 
spokeswoman. She declined to 
provide further details- 

Argentine minister 
- hi London for talks 

? LONDON (AP) — Foreign 
Mudner Domingo Cavallo of 
• Ar gentina arrived in London 
; Sunday, the most senior repre- 
sentative of iris government to 
writ Britain since the two coun- 
tries foogbt a war over foe Falk- 
land Islands in 1982. Cavallo flew 
into Heathrow airport for talks 
with Foreign Secretary Douglas 
. Hand and a lunch with Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher, and 
said he hoped the meetings would 
; help improve rotations. “We have 
: sow normal diplomatic relations 
■ between Britain and Argentina so 
we will go over all the bilateral 
questions,* Ik told reporters. 


Mubarak urges nuclear and 
chemical weapon-free Middle East 

King calls for 
well-prepared 
Arab summit 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Writer with agency despatches 

AMMAN — Hie present situa- 
tion in the Arab World and the 
common threats to the Arab 
countries call for an Arab summit 
meeting for which ample prepara- 
tions should be made. His Majes- 
ty King Hussein said in a state- 
ment in Aqaba. 

“An Arab summit is needed to 
plan concerted Arab action vis-a- 
vis the common dangers that 
threaten the Arab nation,” foe 
King said in a statement to the 
Egyptian journalists accompany- 
ing President Hosni Mubarak, 
who made a brief stopover at 
Aqaba Saturday nigh t on his way 
bade home from a visit to Bagh- 
dad. 

Mubarak and King Hussein re- 
viewed Arab affairs and develop- 
ments on foe international scene 
within the framework of con- 
tinued consultations and coor- 
dination among the Arab Coop- 
eration Council (ACC) leaders, 
according to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

- -Kmg-Hufisein-^eiterated- Jor- 
dan’s full sup por t for Iraq. “The 
current hostile campaign against 
Iraq, which I myself witnessed 
during my recent visit to Europe, 

Hamas: 

PLO should 
abandon 
peace 
strategy 

AMMAN (R) — Muslim fun- 
damentalists waging war against 
Israel in foe occupied territories 
say the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) should aban- 
don the pursuit of peace with foe 
Jewish state before it would agree 
to fall in line with mainstream 
Palestinians. 

A spokesman for foe Palestine 
National Council (PNC) said 
Sunday that Hamas, the Islamic 
Resistance Movement, told 
Palestinian leaders in Amman 
that it would join the PNC only if 
it abandoned the peace strategy. 

Hardline Palestinian leaders, 
who agree with its political aims, 
had earlier called on Hamas to 
join foe PLO-dominated unified 
leadership of the uprisingjn the 
occupied territories. 

At its last session in Algiers in 
November 1988, the PNC de- 
clared an independent Palestinian 
state that would co-exist with 
Israel. 

Hamas violently opposes any 
accommodation with Israel and 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat’s two- 
state proposal 

The movement said in a 
memorandum to the Amman 
meeting, called to discuss bow to 
revise membership of the 451- 
strong PNC, that it wanted two- 
fifths of the seats to reflect what it 
saw as its strength in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, the 
official added. 

The fundamentalists favoured 
catting tire size of the PNC to 
save money, said the official, who 
asked not to be named. 

Twenty Palestinian leaders 
from mam PLO factions as well 
as independents met for a second 
day to dkiatgg possible cha n ges to 
foe PNC. The committee met 
previously in Tunis last month. 

One PNC official said the 
Hamas memorandum would be 
'referred to foe PLO Executive 
Committee and foe PNC secre- 
tariat 

“Our goal is to let them 
(Hamas) participate in the new 
PNC since they are one of the 

{Continued on page 3) I 


is totaly unjustified because Iraq 
seeks just and honourable peace 
for all the Arab World and be- 
cause Iraq continues, to defend 
die Arab Order,” the King said. 

“The Arabs should transcend 
all their differences and unify 
their ranks and make a correct 
assessment of the present situa- 
tion so that they can constitute an 
effective force in word and deed 
so as to win world support for 
their endeavours to achieve peace 
and justice,” the King said. 

“We have to be true with 
ourselves and we have to ask 
ourselves about the weak points 
in our midst so that we can carry 
out oar duty,” the King added. 
He said: “The Arab masses are 
no doubt as concerned as their 
leaders are about foe present and 
the future and for this reason we 
are striving to achieve coordina- 
tion and integration among the 
Arab countries.” 

Mubarak’s visit, be said, was 
another chance for discussing 
matters of concern to the Arab 
World and foe ACC 

Asked whether the- United 
States Svas- more serious' at pre- 
sent in its peace efforts, the King 
said that Washington is supposed 
to be shouldering special respon- 
sibilities in the world and for die 


establishment of justice and 
peace which is in the interest of 
all nations. “We hope that 
Washington will work in harmony 
with the requirements of peace 
and justice,” he said. 

“I think the leaders of the Arab 
World shoulder a more serious 
responsibility than at any time in 
the past and they have to realise 
that unless they end divisions ami 
weaknesses foe result will be a 
great loss for all because a weak 
Arab Nation will open the door 
wide for hostile forces to achieve 
their objectives at the expense of 
the Arab countries,” the King 
said. 

In reply to a question, the 
King said Jordan shoulders a 
grave responsibility while guard- 
ing die longest confrontation line 
with the Israeli enemy and there- 
fore die Kingdom’s participation 
in any peace process is essential. 
“I hope that all parties will under- 
stand that there can be no solu- 
tion without Ionian, which is now 
playing its role in helping die 
Palestinians to achieve their 
rights and regain their homeland 
.in p3Jestme.”_ 

He said that once the Palestine 
problem was resolved the whole 

(Continued on page 5) 


King 

receives 

Pakistani 

message 

AMMAN (Peira) — His Majesty 
King Hussein received at the 
Royal Court Sunday Wasim Saj- 
jad, speaker of the Pakistani Sen- 
ate who delivered a message to 
the King from the Pakistani 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto 
and reviewed bilateral relations 
and world affairs. 

Speaker of the Upper House of 
Parliament Ahmad Al Lavra and 
the Pakistani delegation attended 
the meeting. 

Sajjad, who met earlier with 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and other officials, 
also conferred Sunday with Jamal 
Saraireh, first deputy speaker of 
foe Lower House of Parliament. 

Sajjad paid tribute to His 
Majesty King Hussein’s efforts 
for peace and for bolstering 
Jonlaman-Pakistani relations. 

“Pakistan can understand Jor- 
dan’s concern over the Soviet 
Jewish i mmi gration in Palestine 
since this is a dangerous and an 
illegal move,” the Pakistani offi- 
cial said. 

“The international community 
ought to take serious and effec- 
tive steps to put an end to this 
immigration which is detrimental 
to the Palestinian people in the 
occupied lands, Sajjad said. 

Saraireh spoke about the 
Palestinian issue, the Soviet Jew- 
ish immigration and the Iran-Iraq 
conflict in the Gulf and appealed 
to Pakistan and TYirkey, the 
nearest Muslim countries in foe 
area tcruse their good offices to 
bring about a lasting peace to the 
Golf. 

The Pakistani team left Am- 
man later Sunday. 


Consultations end on 
national charter panel 


‘Welcome/protest’ action to 
greet U.S. Senate delegation 


By Mariam M. Shalrin 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In an attempt to 
reaffirm foe Arab rejection erf a 
resolution by the U.S. Senate 
accepting Jerusalem as foe capital 
of Israel, the Amman chapter of 
the American-Arab Anti- 
Discrimination Committee 
(ADC) will stage what it de- 
scribes as a “weloome/protest” 
action during the (expected) visit 
of a U.S. Senate delegation later 
this week. 

The six-member U.S. Senate 
delegation, led by Republican 
leader Robert Dole of Kansas, 
arrived in Syria Sunday. The de- 
legation, scheduled to arrive here 
Wednesday after a visit to Egypt, 
was expected to meet with Syrian 
President Hafez AJ Assad, and 
Foreign Minister Farouq A) Shar- 
ra. 

According to a press release 
issued by foe ADC in Amman, 
foe protest action, in which popu- 
lar organisations in Jordan are 
expected to take part, will involve 


a gathering of about 100 people 
carrying banners. A memoran- 
dum outlining the Arab position 
on Jerusalem and condemnation 
of the Senate resolution, which 
was adopted last month by 84 
voice votes in foe Senate, will be 
handed over to Dole, tire ADC 
said. 

Although consultations are still 
under way, various organisations 
such as foe professional associa- 
tions and women’s groups as well 
as prominent Palestinians and 
representatives of Palestinians 
expelled from foe occupied Arab 
lands are also expected to partici- 
pate in the “protest action.” 

“The protest action will involve 
a gathering of about 100 people 
holding placards, banners qnd a 
memorandum outlining the Arab 
position on Jerusalem and the 
in admissibility of any unilateral 
position in foe Holy City,” the 
ADC statement said. 

The U.S. Senate resolution 
came m contradiction to the' 
announced policy of the Bush 
administration and foe ADC 


statement said that it supports 
“the courageous position adopted 
by President George Bush on 
Jerusalem, confirming that it is 
part of territories occupied in 
1967.” 

Prominent Jordanian journalist 
Tareq Masarweh called on Jorda- 
nian newspapers to boycott the 
visit by foe U.S. senators m pro- 
test of foe resolution. 

“One of foe six senators was 
one of the instigators of the whole 
resolution on Jerusalem,” Masar- 
weh wrote in A1 Ra’i. “Howard 
Metzeobaum, a Democrat from 
Ohio, is one of foe biggest Zion- 
ists in the Senate; why should we 
welcome him?.'* Masarweh 
asked. 

Commenting on the col- 
umnist’s call, foe head of the 
Jordan Press Association, 
Hasbem Khreishat, said foe asso- 
ciation would coordinate its ac- 
tion with the General Union of 
Professional Associations. 

Mamdouh Abbadi, head of the 
general union, said protest action 

(Continued on page 3) 


Likud senses defeat 
as bargaining continues 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel's right- 
ist Likud Party virtually conceded 
defeat to dovish Labour Party 
leader Shimon Peres Sunday as 
Yitzhak Shamir presided over 
what may have been his final 
cabinet meeting as prime minis- 
ter. 

Both parties, hoping to form 
the next government, made fresh 
efforts to lme defectors despite a 
rally Saturday night in which 
150,000 Israelis angered by such 
tactics urged a change in the 
electoral system. 

Likud cabinet ministers vowed 
to try to block the Peres bid, but 
betrayed a sense of defeat by 
critidsmg the coalition likely to 
emerge from the special par- 
liamentary session Wednesday. 

“It’s the first time in Israeli 
history that a switch by a parlia- 
ment member from one party to a 
rival party will cause a change in 
leadership,” Transport Monster 
MosbeKatsav told reporters after 
the cabinet meeting. 


Liknd ministers said they 
would try to win back Avrabam 
Sharir, a former Likud justice 
and tourism minister who 
announced bis support for 
Labour, breaking a 60-60 dead- 
lock in the 120-seat parliament. 

Peres, whose narrow coalition 
would depend on an ultra- 
religious Jewish party, three 
allied leftist parties and far-left 
Arab parliamentarians, wants to 
lead Israel into its first peace talks 
with Palestinians. 

Katsav added: “Ifs dm first 
time that (Palestinian leader) 
Yasser Arafat has said... he sup- 
ports Shimon Peres to bead the 
government.” 

Ariel Sharon, a Likud hardlin- 
er who quit the cabinet because 
he feared Shamir’s timid steps 
toward the U.S.-proposed talks 
in Cairo would lead to confect 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO), told repor- 
ters: 

“It is impossible to fend a hand 


to a government that is essentially 
established with the help of Ara- 
fat and his gang of murderers... 
there is no legitimacy to a govern- 
ment established by PLO votes.” 

Arafat said in Rome Friday 
that he had held secret contacts 
vrifo envoys sent by Shamir and 
former Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin of Labour. 

The PLO leader also told 
French Radio that peace efforts 
could advance if Peres had a solid 
majority. 

The Likud-Labour coalition 
fell last month over l&anrar’s re- 
fusal to accept the talks, which 
were to advance his o*n proposal 
for Palestinian elections in foe 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Demonstrators in Tel Aviv 
Saturday demanded an end to 
Israel's proportional representa- 
tion system, which leaves big 
parties dependent on support tty 

(Continued on page 5) 


By Lamis Andoni 
and Ghadeer Taber 

Jordan Times Staff Reporters 

AMMAN — Consultations to 
form a royal commissin to draw 
up a national charter to regulate 
political life have almost con- 
cluded and the names of mem- 
bers are expected to be 
announced in the next two days, 
according to official sources. 

“The commission will be 
announced any time starting from 
Monday (today)," an official 
source told foe Jordan Tunes. It 
is expected that His Majesty King 
Hussein will meet with foe panel 
shortly after its official announce- 
ment, according to the source. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times in January, the King said 
he would put forward some ideas 
but would leave it to the panel to 
work out die charter. 

The official source expected 
foe commission to include be- 
tween 54 and 57 members repre- 
senting all shades of the political 
spectrum. 

The official, who spoke to the 
Jordan Times on condition of 
anonymity, as well as other 
sources confirmed that the 21 
people whose names were pub- 
lished by the Jordan Times Satur- 
day would be included in the 
commission but said that govern- 
ment officials would not be 


appointd to foe panel. 

According to earlier informa- 
tion available to the Jordan 
Times, the King’s special advisor 
Adnan Abu Odeh and Informa- 
tion Minister Ib rahim Izzeddin as 
well as the speakers of the Upper 
and Lower Houses of Parliament 
were to be included in foe com- 
mission. 

Following are the 21 names con- 
firmed by foe official source Sunday: 

Ibrahim Baler (lawyer); Laila Shar- 
af (Upper House member and former 
information minister); Hamad 
Farhan (Upper House m^nber and a 
leading member of the AJ Qawmiyun 
nationalist movement in the 50s and 
60s); Asma Khader (lawyer and hu- 
man rights activist); Said A1 Tal 
(former minister and university pro- 
fessor); Ali Abu Nuwar (former chief 
of staff of the Armed Forces and a 
leader of an opposition “free offic- 
ers” movement in the 50s); Amin 
Shukyr (former leading Baathist and 
now member of the Upper House of 
Parliament); Abdul Latif Arabiyat 
(Muslim Brotherhood deputy from 
Balqa); Yousef A1 A them (Muslim 
Brotherhood deputy from Maan); 
Majed Khalifeh (Muslim Brother- 
hood deputy from Amman); 
Abdullah Akayieh (Muslim Brother- 
hood deputy from Tafileb); Ishaq 
Farhan (Muslim Brotherhood mem- 
ber and member of the Upper 
House); Mohammad Fares Tarawneh 
(Baathist deputy from Karak); Mima 
Shutyr (pan-Arab nationalist writer); 
Samir Habashneh (pan-Arabist writer 
and agriculturalist); Tayseer Zibri 


(general secretary of the JPDP) . Issa 
Mdanat (political bureau member of 
the Jordanian Communist Party and 
deputy from Karak); Tbeeb Marji 
(deputy from Irbid); Hamadeh 
Faraneh (writer); Akram Zuaiter 
(Upper House member and histo- 
rian); Aida Mutlaq (political activist 
from Irbid) and Iyad Qaoan (director 
of the Royal Cultural Centre and a 
writer). 

In addition, the following persona- 
lities will also be in foe committee, 
according to other sources: 

Deputies Abdullah Ensour (inde- 
pendent). Jamal Khreisha (indepen- 
dent), Saad HaQ Shrour (indepen- 
dent), Ahmad Quteish AI Azaideh 
(Muslim Brotherhood), Mohammad 
Abu Oleim (independent), Taber AJ 
Masri (independent), Jamal Saraireh 
(Muslim sympathiser) and Abdullah 
Zreiqat (independent); professors 
Labib Kamhawi. Sahban Kbelifat, 
Fawzi Gharaibeh, Subhi AJ Qasera, 
Adnan Al Bakhit and Mohammad 
Kbeir Mamser; writers and journal- 
ists Mohammad Ahmad Awad, 
Abdullah Al Malki, Sultan Hartab 
and Mahmoud Sheriff Abdul Salam 
A! Majali (former minister and ex- 
president of foe University of Jordan) 
and Fawaz Abu Tayyeh (chief of 
protocol), Ali Suheimat (former 
minister and present mayor of Am- 
man), Wahib Sheer (representative of 
the Unionist Democratic Party), Hos- 
ni Ayesh (a liberal columnist and 
member of foe Upper House of Par- 
liament), Abdul Rahim Omar (poet 
an president of the Jordan Writers' 
Association), Taher Hikmat (former 
minister and prominent lawyer) and 
Ibrahim Ajlouni (a liberal columnist). 


Jordan, Libya move towards 
reopening diplomatic missions 


By Nenneen Murad 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A Jordanian delega- 
tion entrusted with finalising 
“administrative” preparations for 
the reopening of Jordan’s embas- 
sy in Tripoli will arrive in the 
Libyan capital Tuesday while a 
similar Libyan delegation is ex- 
pected in Amman this week, 
sources told the Jordan Times 
Sunday. 

The Jordanian delegation, 
headed by Ambassador at-large 
Hisham Muhaissen and including 
tiie director of the department of 
finance at foe minfetry, “will 
work to facilitate administrative 
and financial procedures,” an 
official source said. 

The source termed this move as 
“a further step towards improved 
relations between Jordan and 


Liltya.” 

Jordan broke diplomatic ties 
with Libya in 1984 after crowds of 
Libyan students stormed the 
Jordanian embassy in Tripoli and 
looted and burned the building. 
Several months later Libya closed 
its embassy in Jordan and 
assigned its affairs to the Syrian 
embassy in the Kingdom. 

The two countries resumed re- 
lations in 1988 when Jordan un- 
ilaterally announced the resump- 
tion of diplomatic ties with Libya 
to facilitate foe success of the 
Amman Arab summit after Arab 
mediation efforts. 

One of the conditions placed 
on tiie resumption of diplomatic 
ties by Jordan was that Libya 
undertake financial responsibility 
for the damage to the Jordanian 
embassy building in Tripoli. 

The Foreign Ministry source 


OIC seeks big power 
help against Soviet 
Jewish immigration 


RABAT (Agencies) — The 
Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence’s (OIC) Jerusalem Committee 
called early Sunday on the United 
States, the Soviet Union and the 
European Community (EC) to 
help prevent the emigration of 
Soviet Jews to Israel. 

The committee, ending a two- 
day extraordinary meeting, also 
condemned the U.S. Senate re- 
solution naming Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel. It asked tiie 
Senate to reconsider its decision. 

Leading 17 recommendations 
adopted by the committee was a 
call to the Soviet Union to forbid 
the “massive immigration of 
Soviet Jews to Israel. It is a move 
that pots “in danger the peace 
process in the region,” the com- 
mittee said in a final statement, 
and constitutes an “encourage- 
ment” for Israel “to persist in its 
policy of expansion, colonialism 
and aggression.” 

The committee, headed by 
King Hassan of Morocco, asked 
foe United States to lift restric- 
tions on the immigration of 
Soviet Jews and stop aid to Israel 
and private fund-raising support- 
ing projects designed to increase 
the Israeli popnlation. 

It exhorted the 12 member- 
nations of the EC to allow Soviet 
Jews to immigrate and to open 
transfer centres allowing refugees 
to choose their final destination. 

Thirteen Arab states and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) were represented at 
foe dosed-door meeting, called 
to examine the question of a new 


wave of immigration of Jews to 
Israel, the U.S. Senate resolution 
and the situation in the Israeli- 
occupied territories. PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat represented 
bis organisation. 

Hassan, president of the com- 
mittee, said at the opening ses- 
sion that be was convinced those 
who designate Jerusalem as foe 
capital of Israel do so out of 
ignorance. He was referring to 
the recent U.S. Senate resolution 
considering Jerusalem as the 
capital of foe Jewish state — a 
move “energetically condemned” 
in the committee’s final com- 
munique. It said the resolution 
.“ignores Arab rights and offends 
the feelings of the entire Islamic 
World.” 

Hie committee also derided to 
send a delegation to visit the five 
permanent members of the U.N. 
Security Council to explain “the 
dimensions and dangers" of the 
settlement of Soviet Jews in the 
Israeli-occupied territories. It cal- 
led on the Security Council to set 
up a control committee to ensure 
against the settlement of Soviet 
Jews in foe occupied territories,” 
Jerusalem and the Golan 
Heights. 

The committee quoted Arafat 
as saying three million Jews from 
the Soviet Union. Eastern 
Europe and Ethiopia were ex- 
pected to arrive in Israel, doubl- 
ing its population. 

It said be told the meting Israel 
planned to create new settle- 
ments on the occupied territories 
and expand its frontiers. 


told foe Jordan Times Sunday 
that the embassy building in 
Libya “has been renovated and 
furnished at the expense of foe 
Libyan government." 

“The Jordanian delegation will 
receive foe keys to the new 
embassy,” the source said. 

The Libyan delegation, which 
is supposed to arrive in Jordan 
this week, will also take charge of 
their embassy in Amman. 

According to the senior offi- 
cial, Muhateen will only head the 
preparatory delegation to reopen 
the Jordanian embassy “but 
another higher delegation will in- 
augurate foe embassy later.” 
The name of the proposed 
ambassador was not immediately 
available but foe Foreign Minis- 
try source said '‘consultations are 
underway to find the right ambas- 
sador.” 


Arab panel 
welcomes 
Geagea’s 
position 

RABAT (Agencies) — Arab 
League foreign ministers trying to 
bring peace to Lebanon wel- 
comed Sunday a decision by 
Christian militia chief Samir 
Geagea to recognise Lebanon’s 
President Elias Hrawi. 

“The committee expresses its 
satisfaction over the beginning of 
foe process of foe establishment 
of the authority of the Lebanese 
state in east Beirut following the 
positive . position of Samir 
Geagea,” they sard in a state- 
ment. 

The foreign ministers of Alger- 
ia, Morocco, and Saudi Arabia — 
three countries charged by the 
Arab League with trying to end 
15 years of war in Lebanon — 
also expressed their deep concern 
over what they called continuing 
artificial obstacles to peace. 

Troops under rebel General 
Michel Aonn, who refuses to 
accept a peace accord brokered 
by the three countries, have been 
battling Geagea's Lebanese 
Forces militia for more than two 
months in the Chris tian enclave. 

Heavy fighting erupted Thurs- 
day and Friday after Geagea cal- 
led on Hrawi to send his troops to 
restore order in east Beirut and 
said he now accepted foe peace 
plan, adopted by the Lebanese 
parliament in Taif , Saudi Arabia, 
last year. 

The statement said foe three- 
man committee had prepared a 
detailed report on the situation 
for their respective heads of state. 
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Middle East News 


Palestinian group threatens to 


embarass Belgian government 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Palestinian hostage-takers 
called Belgium’s justice minis ter a liar Sunday and 
said they could prove he broke promises made in 
negotiations over the date of their captives. 


ing to plan.” 

>r We shall announce the date 
and place of their release in doe 
time,” it said. 


Fateh Revolutionary Council 
(FRC), the group led by Abu 
Nidal, says it will free three Euro- 
pean hostages soon but keep four 
Belgians because the government 
in Brussels foiled to honour 
pledges. 

Belgian Justice Minister Mel- 
chior Wathelet said on television 
Saturday “we cannot keep any 
promises that have not been 
made.” 

FRC spokesman Walid Khaled 
replied in a statement issued in 
Beirut that the minister's state- 
ment was untrue. 

“I ask Mr. Melchior Wathelet 
to correct his statement. Other- 
wise I will be forced to publish 
the minutes of negotiations with 
Belgian government officials and 
delegates, including him." 

Earlier statements by the FRC 
— which the U.S, government 
calls the world's most dangerous 


terrorist group — have contrasted 
Belgium's approach to the fate of 
the hostages with that of France. 

The group said Brussels bad 
broken promises,” especially that 
of curbing the activity of the 
Israeli Mossad secret service in 
Belgium.” 

Palestinian sources said howev- 
er that in return for. hostages the 
FRC wanted Belgium tofree a 
guerrilla sentenced to life impris- 
onment 10 years ago for attacking 
a synagogue. 

FRC said Sunday that plans to 
free at least three French and 
Belgian hostages were proceed- 


Tbe group first announced Fri- 
day that three of the eight hos- 
tages it holds would be released 
in response to a plea by Libyan 
leader Col. Muammar Qadbafi. 


On Thursday the Belgian gov- 
ernment said in a statement that 
it was pleased with Qadhafi's call 
for the release of all hostages. 

But the attack on the minister 
suggested the other Belgian hos- 
tages seized by the group off a 
boat with Ms. Valente and her 
Belgian boyfriend would not be 
freed. 


The group acknowledged hold- 
ing Valente, 32, two daughters 
bom in captivity and five Bel- 
gians. 

The Belgians are Emmanuai 
Houtekins, in his 40s, his wife 
GodBeve Kets, his son Laurent 
and daughter Valerie, both 
teenagers, and Fernando, also in 
his 40s. 


The statement delivered to a 
Western press agency quoted 
Khaled as saying that the release 
of Mrs. Jacqueline Valente, her 
boyfriend Fernand Houtekins 
and their daughter Sophie born in 
captivity was “proceeding accord- 


Thc Friday statement had 
attacked the Belgian government 
for not making a serious effort to 
free the hostages, saying only 
France and Qadhafi had taken 
the initiative on the issue. 

But it warned the Belgian gov- 
ernment to fulfill unspecified 
pledges to “curb Zionist activities 
against the revolution of our peo- 
ple.” 

Abu Nidal announced on Nov. 


The two girls surfaced in Libya, 
where the others are also be- 
lieved held. Abu Nidal is backed 
by Libya and is said to live in the 
capital, Tripoli. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS BRIEFS 


Bahrain voices support for Iraq 


BAHRAIN (R) — Bahrain said Sunday that Iraq had the right to 
defend itself with whatever weapons it had at its disposal. 
“Bahrain reiterates its backing and support for Iraq's legitimate 
and full right to defend its land and installations with any possible, 
resources that preserve its security and independence,” a state- 
ment carried by the Gulf News Agency said. “This media 
campaign against Iraq aims at finding excuses for an aggression 
against it, to halt its achievements and to stop current efforts to 
find a peaceful solution to the Palestinian problem," the agency 
said. The statement, carried after Bahrain's weekly cabinet 
meeting, urged Arab states to unite against “dangers facing 
them.” Saddam Hussein said Saturday that Arab states had as 
much right as Israel to possess nuclear and chemical weapons. 


People's Liberation Front (EPLF) said in a telex message to 
Renters in Nairobi that 12 civilians died and 43 were injured in 
another day of air raids Friday, when bombs were dropped on the 
commercial centre of the town. Over the past week, the radio 
said, successive Ethiopian air raids have killed a total of 71 
people. Massawa was captured by the EPLF after heavy fighting in 
February. Eritrea, bordering the Red Sea in northern Ethiopia, is 
the centre of Africa's longest-running civil war, now in its 28th . 
year. 


Turkey’s ruling party to hold congress 


Qatar frees 57 prisoners 


DOHA (AP) — The Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Khalifa Ibn Hamad 
Al Tharri, Sunday ordered the release of 37 prisoners to mark the 
holy month of Ramadan and Hid Al Fitr celebrations, the official 
Qatar News Agency reported. Earlier in the month, 364 prisoners 
were released in the United Arab Emirates. The releases were 
ordered by the rulers of the separate Emirates federated in the 
UAE. In the leading emirate of Abu Dhabi, the ruler Sheikh 
Zayed Ibn Sultan Al Nahayyan, who is also president of the 
UAE, also underwrote financial claims for the 150 he ordered 
released. 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey's ruling Motherland Party, facing deep 
internal rifts and slumping public support, said Sunday it would 
hold an early congress expected to produce a fierce fight for the 
party leadership. Members of a key committee of the centre-right 
party said in a statement that a party congress, which had bom 
due in June 1991, would instead be held as soon as possible. 
“Whichever is the earliest possible date, I specially want the 
congress be held then,” Prime Minister and party leader Yfidtrim 
Akbulut told reporters after the committee ended a meeting early 
Sunday. 


Iran to continue anti-U.$. campaign 


24 killed in air raid in Massawa 


NAIROBI (R) — At least 24 civilians were killed and 75 
wounded Saturday as Ethiopian Air Force jets bombarded the 
rebel-held Red Sea port of Massawa, rebel radio monitored in 
Nairobi reported Sunday. The Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea radio said four Soviet-made MiG jets repeatedly attacked 
a densely populated area of Massawa. Earlier, the Eritrean 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s Parliamentary Speaker Mahdi Karrubi 
said Sunday Tehran would continue campaigning against the 
United States, 10 years after relations with Washington were 
severed. The Iranian News Agency (IRNA) quoted Karrubi as 
telling parliament on the anniversary of the break in relations that 
Iran would continue, “its determined campaign against the 
world-devourer, the United States.” He told an open session of 
parliament that Iran was “pleased to have rid itself of ties with the 
U.S. and will firmly continue this policy.” IRNA, monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted Karrubi as saying Washington bad not stopped its 
conspiracies against Iran. 


Northern Africa needs urgent aid, experts say 


NEW HAVEN, Connecticut 
(AP) — Relief experts called 
Saturday for a concerted interna- 
tional aid effort to break the cyde 
of war and social upheaval in 
struggling African nations. 

Officials with international 


programmes or agencies assisting 
refugees also told a symposium at 
Yale University that relief work 
must provide ways for the mil- 
lions of people displaced by dvil 
strife, persecution or natural dis- 
asters to help themselves. 

Catherine O'Neill, who spe- 
cialises in problems facing women 
for the Internationa] Rescue 
Committee, said tragic situations 
that refugees face are made worse 
because they often lead to “cydes 
of dependency.” 

As an example, she a ted the 
plight of Afghan refugees who 
have been in Pakistan for 10 years 
while rebels waged a bloody cam- 
paign to overthrow the Kabul 
government. 

“The hundreds and hundreds 
of millions of dollars spent by 
international agencies and orga- 
nisations during that 10-year 
period were not directed towards 
women's needs,” she said. 


“Everyone was content to sit 
back and let an entire generation 
of women go uneducated.” 

She said the neglect also left 
children uneducated, raising the 
prospect of a cyde that puts these 
people in a society that needs 
widespread reconstruction but 
gives them little to build upon. 

“When we talk to these women 
and ask them what they want, 
they say, ‘We want to help shape 
the destiny of our own people. . 
The major donor agencies, it had 
not occurred to them that this 
might be a possibility.” 

Donald Krumm, a U.S. State 
Department adviser on refugee 
assistance, opened a discussion 
on the Horn of Africa with a 
terse appraisal. 

“It's a mess,” said Donald 
Krumm, who worked on the 
problem of refugee flows in 
Malawi and Sudan in 1985 and 
1986. He warned ft could worsen 
if relief workers and agency offi- 
cials fail to keep the region's 
problems in the international 
spotlight. 

He said the plight of North 
Africans gained attention when 
television images of starving 


Ethiopians shocked the world in 
the mid-1980s, but that the crisis 
is now overshadowed by political 
changes sweeping other regions. 

“There’s no mistake about it. 
Money is going to Eastern 
Europe to help, food is going to 
Eastern Europe to help and that 
food comes from somewhere. It 
comes from a pot, and that can 
mean less for situations like the 
Horn of Africa,” Krumm said. 


The Sudanese ambassador to 
the United States stressed that 
assistance for refugees in his na- 
tion “must be taken from the 
position of relief to increased 
self-reliance.” 

“The citizens of Sudan have 
taken it upon themselves to 
accommodate the refugees who 
flood the region from other coun- 
tries in the region,” Abdall 
Ahmad Abdullah said. 


He said aid and services pro- 
vided by the U.N. High Commis- 
sion for Refugees “is minimal.” 
“Burden-sharing should be con- 
sidered, and the international 
community should look into this 
so it can do more,” Abdullah 
said. 

Dawit Wolde-Giorgis, who 


beaded the Ethiopian commis- 
skm that organised relief efforts 
from 1982-86, said the world now 
seems to be ignoring the Horn of 
Africa. The region made up of 
four nations — Somalia, Sudan, 
Ethiopia and Djibouti — has an 
estimated 2 million refugees. 

According to U.N. estimates, 
there are 660,000 Ethiopian re- 
fugees in Sudan; 323,000 Somali 
and 375,000 Sudanese refugees in 
Ethiopia; 600,000 Ethiopian re- 
fugees m Somalia, and 1,500 
Ethiopians and 30,000 Somalis in 
Djibouti. 

There are also large popula- 
tions of people displaced within 
their borne countries by insurgen- 
cies. 

"Wolde-Giorgis appealed for 
people to pressure their govern- 
ments. 

“Other people in the world 
suffer as much as the people in 
the Horn of- Africa,” he said. “In 
spite of the suffering caused by 
internal conflict, by banger, by 
deprivation, by displacement, it 
has not been able to attract the 
kind of attention the situation 
demands from the West and from 
America.” 
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Israel 


8, 1987 that it had seized a group 
of hostages from the French yacht 
Silco off the Gaza Strip ami ac- 
cused them of collaborating with 
Israel's Mossad intelligence agen- 
cy. Friends said the group was on 
a holiday cruise. 


rejects 
Soviet offer 
of direct ( 


Palestinians see opportunity 
for neace if Israelis ready 


By Sana Aboodi 

Reuter 


flights 


Two other daughters of Ms. 
Valente were freed after Libyan 
intervention on Dec. 29, 1988. 
Daughter Marie-Laure was 6 at 
the time and Virgjnie was 5. They 
were returned to their father Pas- 
cal Betille, divorced from 
Valente. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A senior 
official said Sunday that Israel 
could not accept a Soviet offer to 
allow direct flights to Israel for 
Jewish immigrants in exchange 
for a promise not to settle them in 
the occupied territories and East 
Jerusalem. 

Avi Pazner, spokesman lor 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, 
said: “They go where they want 
to go. We cannot in terfe re with 
that.” 


Pazner was responding to a 
proposal made last week in 
Washington by Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze. 
The Soviet official said direct 
flights could be started if his 
country received assurances that 
no Soviet Jewish immigrants 
would settle on occupied land, 
hid tiding East Jerusalem. 

Israel wants direct flights for 
Soviet Jews in order to expedite 
their immigration to Israel. The 
immigrants now arrive through 
European transit points. 

The future of East Jerusalem 


TEL AVIV — Many Palestinian 
leaders say Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter-designate Shimon Peres can 
posh stalled Arab-Israeli peace 
efforts forward if he succeeds in 
forming a government this week. 

Arabs in the occupied territor- 
ies, and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO), voice gener- 
al distrust of Israeli leaders’ peace 
intentions but say the Labour 
Party is a mote likely negotiating 
partner than the right-wing 
Likud. 

“A new government led by 
Peres would be a serious first step 
towards prom oti n g peace,” said 
Sari Nussdbeh, a leading Palesti- 
nian nationalist in the West 
Bank. 

Nnsscabeh says he believes 
proposed Palestinian-Israeli 
peace talks in Cairo could take 
place weeks after the establish- 
ment of a gover nm ent led by 
Labour. 

Peres last month toppled a 
coalition government led by 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
over the right-wing premier's re- 
fusal to endorse U.S. pr o posals 
for the unprecedented talks. 

Labour leaders say Peres now 
enjoys die support of at least 61 


and the occupied territories is the 
central issue in efforts to reach a 
settlement of the Israeti-Palesti- 
nian conflict. Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak S hamir raised an interna- 
tional storm in January when he 
suggested Israel needed a “big 
Israel” to absorb the hundreds erf 
thousands of Soviet Jews ex- 
pected to immigrate in the next 
few years. 

Shamir later said that Israel 
was not poshing Soviet immig- 
rants to settle in the occupied 
territories, but would allow them 
to settle where they wished. 

East Jerusalem, the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip were occupied 
in the 1967 Middle East war. East 
Jerusalem is now home to 
120,000 Jews and 140,000 Palesti- 
nians. About 75,000 Jewish set- 
tiers and 1.7- million Palestinians 
live in the West Bank and Gaza. 

The United States has repe- 
atedly described Israeli settle- 
ments in the occupied territories 
as an obstacle to peace and 
doesn't recognise Israel’s annexa- 
tion of East Jerusalem. 


Kuwait 


reiterates 


pledge 
to restore 


parliament 


Soviet immigrant leader 
Nathan Sharansky also rejected 
Shevardnadze's proposal, saying 
it would violate the immigrants' 
freedom of choice. “How could 
you put this condition in a demo- 
cratic country?” Sharansky said. 

Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kol- 
lek called the proposal “un- 
reasonable” and said, “I think it's 
only for us to decide where peo- 
ple should go.” 

He said 1,200 recent Soviet 
immigrants had settled in Jeru- 
salem, but he didn’t know how 
many of them were living in the 
Arab parts of the dty. 


The Emir, Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah, dissolved par- 
liament at the height of the Iran- 
Iraq war, citing a foreign con- 
spiracy to destroy his country. 

Professional associations, stu- 
dents and trade unionists backing 
a pro-democracy movement 
which began late last year have 
urged Sheikh Jaber not to amend 
the constitutor! before a new par- 
liament is elected. 


Turkish troops kill 9 


Kurdish rebels in clash 


ANKARA (R) — Troops killed 
nine members of a rebel Kurdish 
group in southeast Turkey near 
the Iraqi frontier in a 20-hour 
clash, an official said Sunday. 

One member of the outlawed 
M arxis t Kurdish Workers Party 
(PKK) was captured in the fight- 
ing near Oymakkaya village in 
Hakkari, 25 kflometnes north of 
the border, the Anatolian News 
Agency quoted deputy regional 
Governor Nafiz Kayali as saying. 

Kayali expected the death toQ 
to rise as the gnnbattle was stiQ 
raging more than 20 hours after ft 
started Saturday. He did not 
mention any casualties among the 
troops. 

A relentless fight be tween the 
independence-seeking PKK and 


government forces in the south- 
cart has killed at least 77 people 
since March this year, compared 
to only 16 in the first three 
months of 1989. 

More than 2,000 people, in- 
cluding civilians, have been killed 
since mid-1984 when the PKK 
launched its violent campaign. 

The Turkish cabinet is doe to 
meet under President Turgot 
Ozal Monday to deride on new 
measures to quell the insurgency 
in fine with new policy which 
Ozal outlined as “more compas- 
sion” for the people but a “merci- 
less struggle” against the rebels. 

Most of Turkey^; estimated 10 
nnffion Kurdish-spcakers live in 
the underdeveloped area near 
Iran, Iraq and Syria. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

7fet 773111-19 


CHURCHES 


PROGRAMME ONE 

I&30 Koran 

15641 Programme review 

15:45 Children programmes 

1848 New* summary in Arabic 

18385 World News 

19:15 Local pro gramm e 

UM0 Programme review 

2M8 News in Arabic 

2fc» .... ...... — Arabic series 

21631 — Progr am me review 

21:40 Loo! programmes 

2£M News summary is Arabic 


PROGRAMME TWO 

17:48 Preach Gbn 

15688 News in French 

19:15 Weekly Sport magazine 

19630 News in Hebrew 

19*45 Varieties 

2fcM Empty Nest 

21:19 Tositab 

2248 News in English 

22:28 FIFA Sooccr 


SC Mary o f Naaarath Ctarch Swdfieb 

Td. 810740 

AnaaUb of Gad Gbanh, Td. 

632785. 

SC Jwcph Church Td. 624590. 

Cbwrdi or the Anmraridlan Tel. 
637440. 

De to Srifc Church Tel. 661757 
TtrfsnU Church Tel: 622366 
Cberch of (he Aamridltm Td. 
623541. 

Aag&caa Church Td. 62S383, Td. 
628543. 

Arm rdra Crtfarik CM Td. 

771331. 

Aramriw OrthndoK Cfanrdt TeL 

'775261. 

Syrian Orthodox Chodi Td. 771751. 
Amman Istandwri Chordi Td. 

685326- 

Enngcfiod Lnttmran C hurch Td: 

811295. 

Tim Church of Jeans ClirW of Latter- 

Day SnfctB TeL 815817. 654932. 


Min ./max. temp. 

Amman 10/22 

Aqaba 16/30 

Deserts 8/23 

Jordan Valley 15/29 


Al Sharia* phar ma cy .. 


ZAKQA: 

Dr. Sukhum Aba Ai Heh ......... (— ) 

Khatifab pharmacy 985417 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 19, Aqaba 28. Humidity readings: 
Amman 92 per cent, Aqaba IS per 
cent. 


Water Authority 680100 

Jocdm Electricity Authority 815615 
Electric P ow er 

Compaay 636381 

RJHgbt Information 0843200 

Qoeen ABa tad. Airport-.... 08-53200 


Greek CaihoEc Hospital (02)272275 
Bm Al Nafoes HaspftaL.... (02)247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Kaya Hospital .... (03)314111 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


PSA YER TIMES 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supptied by the Department of 


05,09 (Sunrise) Doha 

11:37 Dbahr 

15:12 'AW 

1&65 Msgfrrcb 

fwy ‘tea 


Another rise in temperatures win 
occur and winds win be southeasterly 
moderate, la Aqaba, winds wifi be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Kayed Halayqch 793522 

Dr. TawfiqQabln 623029 

Dr. George Salmon 776751 

Dr. Taysecr Khader 606857 

firas pharmacy 66191 2 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

A] Asema pharmacy ...637055 

Ndronkfa pharmacy .603672 

AI Salsa pharmacy ...... ... 636730 

Yaeoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmdgani pharmacy 637660 


DUUD: 

Dr. IssamAISaleta (— ) 


Ovi! Defence D epartm en t 661111 

Civil Defence I m med iat e 

Rescue. 630341 

GvflDcfcattEaeneiicy 199 

Rescue PoHce 192.621111,637777 

Rie Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

MghwyFWiee 843402 

Traffic PoGce 886390 

Pubbc Security Department ....630321 

HotdCompfamrts 605800 

Prira Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Compfeints 897467 

Amman Mnraqp aS ty 

Comphkn 787111 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance) ............. 121 

Overseas Qdk 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Tdcvnkra 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hnasem Medical Cadre .... 
Kha&di Mat e rni ty, J. Ama . 
AJdkh Maternity. J. Ann... 

Jabd Amman Maternity 

Malbis, J. Amman 


QUEEN ALIA 


g nw h uM l ........... 

Uni v ersi ty Hospital 

AMnOffHeghd 

The bfanric, Abdafi .... 

Al- AM, AbdaE 

Brian, Al-Mhhajfeen ...... 

AMtaUr, J. Aahnfiefa ..... 

Anny, Marta .................. 

Qoeen ABa Hocpftd 

Antal Hospital 

ZARQAx 

Zaxqa Govt. Hospital — 


813813/32 
- 644281/6 
. 642441/2 
....642362 
.... 636140 
. 664171/4 
....669131 


71& information s suppfeef by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) i n formatio n de pa rt- 
and at the (teeca ABa tetenuoasa/ 


Airport TeL <0B)S3200f. where it 
sbodd drays be vended. 


. 667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164* 
. 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
602240150 
674155 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FHghto 
(Terminal i) 


Dubai. Abu 


Ita Sna Hospital . — ..... (09)986732 

n 

Princess Basra Hospital .. (02)275555 


17dS Istanbul (RJ) 

17S4S Cairo QU) 

1840 TfodsiRjj 


deputies, enough to give him a 
parliamentary majority when he 
submits his government for 
approval Wednesday. 

For the fort time in the 42-year 
Arab-Israeli conflict, many 
Palestinian and Israeli leaders 
appear dose to a common view of 
the need to negotiate a peace 
settlement. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Unlike any previous govern- 
ment, a Peres-led cabinet would 
indude those who support trad- 
ing land for peace and some form 


beration Organisation (PLO), 
officially oulawed by Israel as “a 
terror organistioo.” 

Feres, in a scathing attack on 
Likud leaders a week before the 
coahtton collapsed, said it was 
unrealistic to think the PLO 
could be excluded from peace 
efforts. 

The new government is likely 
to include Ezer Wetzxnan, Moshe 
Shaba! and Yossi Beilin, who 
openly advocate talks with the 
PLO. 

Palestinians say that their 28- 
month revolt against Israeli 
occupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip has brought down 
many barriers that separated 


Palestinians and Israelis for de- 
cades. •" 

They say Israelis now concede 
the need to negoti ate w ith 
Palestinians, instead of Jordan, a* 
Labour previously advocated. 

Strengthened by foe uprising, 
Palestine leaders fed enough 
confidence to voice support for 
Petes in his bid to form t ow 
government next week- 
In an unprecedented step FLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat . said 
Thursday be had asked seven 
Arab me mbe rs of the Israeli par- 
liament to support Peres's b id, to 

secure a parliamentary majority 

for his government. • 

“1 have asked Arab deputies 
present in the Knesset (parlia- 
ment) to vote for Peres and it wfti 
be the first time this happens,” 

Arafat told Italian Prime Minister 
Giufio Andreotti during a visit to 
Rome. 

Palestinian leaders m the occu- 
pied territories, though more cau- 
tious, have also courted the 
Labour Party. 

“If Israelis change their atti- 
tudes (towards Palestinians) they 
will find that for every step they 
take there wifi be a Palestinian 
one,” Faisal Al Hosseini, one of 
the most se rotor pro-PLO figures 
in the occupied territories, told 
Israelis two weeks ago* 


A fghan elections shelved 
despite some rebel claims 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait Crown 
Prince Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah 
Al Sabah has reiterated a pledge 
to restore parliament dissolved m 
1986. 

“The government is serious ab- 
out bringing back parliamentary 
fife,” be tokl reporters late Satur- 
day after meeting a group of 
activists. 


“There is no alternative to the 
return of the assembly (parlia- 
ment)... but the return of par- 
liamentary fife will come under 
rules to prevent repetition of 
what happened in the past.” 
The government has said most 
people favour the return to a 
parliamentary system but under 
new rules that stop previous prac- 
tices it saw as divisive. 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — Infight- 
ing among tile U.S.-backed 
Afghan rebels has derailed tenta- 
tive plans to bold elections in 
gnerrilla-controlled areas of 
Afghanistan, sources said 
Saturday. 

“It’s dead, destroyed purpose- 
ly,” said Azim Nasser-Zia, 
whose moderate rebel group au- 
thored tiie election plan. 

Nasser-Zia said Ins party lead- 
er, Ahmad Gailam, “will keep 
fighting for elections, like he has 
for tire last 11 years. But it’s 
impossible.” 

However, a spokesman for 
weak and deeply divided guerril- 
la government-in-exile said elec- 
tions haven't been abandoned. 

“We will try our best,” said 
Najibullab Lefrey, the informa- 
tion m i nister in the “interim gov- 
ernment,” which has been criti- 
cised as narrow and unrepre- 
sentative by Afghans and West- 
ern diplomats in Pakistan. 

About two months ago. the 
Muslim insurgents based in Pakis- 
tan unveiled an elaborate {dan to 
elect a Loya Jirga, or traditional 
grand coundL The Lpya Jirga is a 
centuries-old Af g han tradition of 
selecting a government. 

Ten representatives from each 
of Afghanistan's 216 guerrilla- 
held subdistricts were to attend to 
choose a leader, who in turn 
would name his government. 

Another guerrilla source, who 
asked not to be identified, said 
the plans were drawn up in re- 
sponse to those demanding a poli- 
tical solution to Af ghanistan 's 
bloody 12-year-war. 

But the election plan was not 
suppoTcd by Iranian-based rebels 
or by renegade rebel leader GuJ- 
buddin Hekmatyar, considered 
one of the strongest of the frac- 
tured rebel groups. 

Most of the 'guerrilla fighters 
firing in Iran belong to the Shi'ite 
sect of Islam practiced by most 
Ira ni a n s. It is Afghanistan's 
largest minority, representing ab- 
out 15 per cent of the population. 
Most Afghans belong to the Sun- 
ni sect of Islam, like most Palris- 


“We’re trying everything, but 
the Iranian-based guys are not 
budging,” Nasser-Zia said. 

They differ on whether women 
should be allowed to vote and 
want proportional representation 
and recognition as a minority 
representing 30 per cent of the 
.population, be said. 


Hekmatyar, leader erf foe fun- 
damentalist Hezb-t-IsUtmi, has 
gradually distanced bhnself from 
the other guerrilla le ad er s head- 
quartered in Pakistan until finally 
last week he had severed all ties. 

Nasser-Zia charged that the 
fundamentalist leaders were not 
interested in a political solution. 

“They wifi lose everything they 
have, these perks. They are firing 
like emperors,” he said, referring 
to the sp r a wl ing colonial-style 
homes of tire seven major guerril- 
la leaders firing in Pakistan’s bor- 
der dty of Pes ha w a r. 

Muslim in s ur ge nt s, backed by 
the United States, Pakistan and 
some Arab states, have been 
fighting for 12 years to oust the 
Kabul gover nm ent. 

. Meanwhile, rebels claimed 
Saturday that their phony mass 
surrender Friday has dealt a ma- 
jor blow to Afghan president 
Najibullah’s propaganda war” 
against the insurgency. 

Some 2,000 guerrillas opened 
fire Friday as they am) some 
8,000 unarmed rebels staged a 
mass surrender to the Afghan 
government in a ceremony on the 
-Herat plains in northern Afgha- 
nistan. 

State-tun radio and rebels said 
more than a dozen military offi- 
cials and civilians were killed, 
including two guerrillas. 

Lefrey, a member of the 
Jamiat-I-Islami faction, said it 
destroyed Najibullah’s claims 
that tens of thousands of rebel 
fighters were changing sides and 
embracing his Soviet-backed gov- 
ernment. 

. Bat Najiballah rejected the 
charge in a nationwide address 
Saturday over Radio Kabul. 

“A few thousand opposition 
lay down their arms... But two 
known terrorists trying to dis ru pt 
our national reconciliation have 
stained their hands with the Wood 
of our people,” said Najibullab. 

Najibullah regularly refers to 
ILS. -backed rebels as the armed 
opposition. 

Meanwhile, the broadcast, 
monitored in Islamabad, said 
Herat's provincial governor, 
Fazle Haq Kh a liq Yaar, was hos- 
pitalised in Kabul with gunshot 
wounds. 

He was shot while embracing 


rebel fighters masquerading as 
new converts to Najibollafc’s 
three-year-old national recon- 
ciliation policy. 
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EW ?f < ?^i.,r? ES P* T ■ CM P . BllTiA ^ : T *ree Union, Graded Dela Lama at Mexico rad Jesus Barreiro 

Jardaa SaBda y F“- rf Cab*. The Mexican and Cohan ambassador are 
seated tear credentuk ito EDs Majesty King Hussein at noe-resideat in Jordan. The ceremonies were attended by 

00011 8,1,1 atteBded Chief of Ibe Royal Court Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, King’s 

Hussein’* political advisor Adnan Abn Odeh, Chief 
in photo above) Stefaoovitch Griadonov of die Soviet Chamberlain Prince Ben Zeid and Acting Minster 


of Foreign Affairs and Minister of Information Ibrahim 
Izzeddin. Izzeddin earlier received a copy of the creden- 
tials of the Mexican and Cuban ambassadors to Jordan at 
separate meetings heM in Us office at the 
Ministry. 


Jardaneh: 


Exports up. 


ved* imports 
aim; down 



AMMAN (J.T.) — Finance 
Minister Basel Jardaneh said 
Sunday that Jordan!s exports had 
increased by 12 per cent, exceed- 
ing the target of six per cent set 
under the Kingdom’s economic 
adjustment programme. 

In an interview with Jordan 
Television, Jardaneh also said 
Jordan's imports had decreased 
by 12 per cent against four per 
cent targetted in the programme. 

Jardaneh statements followed 
five days of meeting with officials 
from the Internationa] Monetary 
Fund (IMF). The minister 
pointed out that a joint evalua- 
tion carried out by the ministry 
and the IMF team had found that 
the deficit in Jordan’s balance of 
trade had dropped from JD 1.700 
million to JD 1,150 million and 
that the budget deficit had drop- 
ped from 24 per cent of the<gVoss 
national product' to 16 per'^ent. 

He noted that Jordan had been 
able to build its foreign currency 
reserve and to increase it by $300 
million, enabling the Central 
Bank to stabilise the dinar's ex- 
change rate. 

Jardaneh said Jordan would 
achieve an economic growth of 
2.5 per cent during the year 1990, 
helping to create new job oppor- 
tunities. Jardaneh expected furth- 
er improvement in the balance of 
trade, increasing exports and a 


Basel Jardaneh 

further drop in the budget deficit. 

He also expected an increase of 
approximately $150 million in die 
foreign currency reserve. Jar- 
daneh stressed that the year 1991 
will be better than 1990 because 
of the improvements on the 
basics of the national econo m y. 

'‘Such improvements will en- 
courage investors to embark on 
investment projects in Jordan to 
benefit from the incentives pro- 
vided by Jordan,” he noted. The 
minister said Jordan could -get 
$325 million in loans through the 
World Bank, thus contributing to 
increasing foreign currency re- 
serves and helping address the 
balance of payments deficit 

The minister expected a drop 
in the prices of consumer goods. 
The price rise during dus year will 
not exceed 10 per cent, compared 
with 25 per cent last year, he said. . 
However, be expected a further 
{nice decrease during the year 
1991. 


Amman Shari’a court 


"if 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Sharia 
court is looking into a case filed 
against the 71 year old Taha 
Mohammad Saleh A1 Quzuq, for 
charges of apostasy and believing 
in the prophethood of Merza 
Gbulam Ahmad, the founder of 
the Kadi an movement. 

Taha claimed that he was the 
leader of the Jordanian branch of 
the Kadian movement, which be- 
lieves in the prophethood of Gbu- 
lam and that Ghulam came after 
Prophet Mohammad, contrary to 
Islam which said that Mohammad 
was the last prophet and the last 
of God's messengers. 

The court Sunday discussed the 
case in details and decided, after 
receiving confirmed, reports that 
Taha had announced his repen t- 


ence to God, to postpone the 
hearings till next Sunday. 

Quzuq’s apostasy was declared 
by the Sharia court in March 
when an Arabic daily issued 
abroad published an interview 
with him on March 16, 1990. 

In the interview Taha claimed 
that he was the leader of the 
Kadian movement in Jordan and 
announced that Kadian is one of 
the monotheistic faiths. 

Taha, born in 1919, had* 
embraced the so-called Kadian 
religion since 1928. 

The court will call Taha’s sup- 
porters to know their position 
regarding this so-called religion, 
to deckle whether to declare 
them apostates or not. 
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(Continued front page 1) 
during the visit to the senators 
was under consideration. He did 

not elaborate. 

Meanwhile, members of the 
Lower House of Parliament were 
consulting with each other, to 
deckle on what action to take. 
“We should meet with the sena- 
tors and enlighten them on the 
reality of life in the region and 
Blake dear to them how ridicu- 
lous and dangerous that Jeru- 
salem resolution was," said one 
member of the Lower House’s 
Foreign Affairs Committee. 

Another member of the Lower 
'Haase said: “Those senators who 
had anything to with the Jeru- 
salem resolution should be ban- 
ned from entering all Arab coun- 
tries. The resolution was a dec- 
laration of war and those who 
voted in its favour are enemies ot 
the Arab Nation and are not 
welcome here." 

A decision is expected to be 
takifTi widam 48 hours if any 
collective protest action by mem- 
bers of the Lower House will be 
taken, deputies said. 

Upon his arrival in Damascus 
Sunday, Sen. Dote said the 


delegation was not carrying any 
fresh peace initiative for the Mid- 
dle East. 

The senators accompanying 
Dole include Republicans Alan 
Simpson (Wyoming), James 
McClure (Idaho), Charles Gras- 
siey (Iowa), and Frank Murko- 
waslti (Alaska) and Democrat 
Howard Metzenbaum from Ohio. 

Hamas 

(Continued from page 1) 

factions struggling against die 
Israeli occupation,” be said. 

Nayef Hawatmeh, leader of die 
Democratic Front for the Libera- 
tion’ of Palestine, urged Hamas 
Saturday to join the PLO-backed 
underground leadership of the 
uprising. 

On several occasions Hamas has 
called for strikes and other pro- 
test actions winch clashed with 
those organised by the uprising’’* 
unified command. 

hi a statement released Sun- 
day, George Habash, of the 
Popular Front for the liberation 
of Palestine, said Hamas should 
join the mainstream opposition 
movement. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


Society to help poor patients 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty Queen Noor A1 Hussein Sunday 
accepted to serve as the honorary president of the Friends of the 
Patients Society. The society which has recently been established to 
provide aid to the poor patients, is chaired by Sharifa Thurayya 
Rakan Nasser. 

Arar returns from IPU meetings 

AMMAN (Petra) — Lower House of Parliament Speaker Sulei- 
man Arar Sunday returned home after taking part in the 83rd 
Inter-Parliamentary Union's session, which was concluded in 
Nicosia Saturday. Arar was received upon arrival by the First 
Deputy Speaker of the Lower House Jamal A) Saraireh and a 
number of Lower House deputies. 

Minister of energy visits centre 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources 
Thabet A1 Taher Sunday visited the Energy and Electricity 
Information and Advisory Centre, where he was briefed by its 
director about the services it provides to citizens in areas of thermal 
insulation, solar heaters, ilhimination, electricity, cooling and 
heating. 

Youth prepare for celebrations 

AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry of Youth called on youth depart- 
ments and youth centres throughout the country to pay special care 
to environment and to take part in the celebrations to be held on 
the Arab CTvironment day. set for. April 24. 

fej -mV 

Committee to try to solve Taf f leh problems 

TAFILEH (Petra) — A special committee, entrusted with addres- . 
sing the drought and unemployment problems in Tafileh governo- . 
rate Sunday discussed the oroiects to be carried out in the 
g overnoratc to alleviate the effects of drought and absorb the 
'largest number of unemployed citizens in suitable jobs. The. 
committee stressed the need to direct special attention to 
service-oriented projects, saying that such projects should be given 
priority. The committee also stressed the need for setting up a 
special office at Tafileh Financial Department to receive citizens 
wishing to work in the projects. 

Writers Siam Senate decision 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian Writers Federation Sunday 
denounced the U.S. Senate decision, considering Jerusalem the 
capital of Israel. In a cable to the U.S. Senate speaker the 
federation said the decision contravenes with the international law 
and norms, and is a flagrant violation of the United Nations 
Charter and its resolutions on the Palestinian problem and the issue 
of Jerusalem in particular. It also said that the decision by the U.S. 
Senate constitutes a flagrant violation of the human righs declara- 
tion and constitutes a breach of the rights of Arabs and Muslims in 
thetfholy shrine. 

FAO gives money for agriculture 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Secretary General of the Regional Association 
for the Agricultural Credit Corporations in the Near East and 
North Africa Mahmoud A1 Hiyari Sunday said the association 
received Saturday a cadi contribution of $23,000 from the Food 
and Agriculture Organisation (FAO). Hiyari said the amount will 
be used to finance the association’s programmes, which aim at 
developing the marketing of agricultural products and encouraging 
exchange of expertise. 

Chinese delegation arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — A three-man Chinese delegation, comprising 
director of Chinese Civil Defence Department, director of the 


Public Affairs Department and director of Public Relations at the 
Chwifisg National Police Department, arrives here Monday on a 
working visit to Jordan. The delegation will visit a number of police 
units and the Civil Defence Department. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with die concerned institutions. 
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IBmONS 


ft MiHHwi HrfWwi “The Productive Famines’* displaying 
embroideries, ceramics, woollen clothes and foodstuff) at AJ 
Qad fa& i y ya Commimity College, 
ft IV Mamie book exhibition which includes books on Islam, 
Bcratnre, psychology, sociology, education, philosophy, law 
and history at Yarmoafc University, 
ft Book grhihitinn at the Royal Cnffamd Centre, 
ft fiiharitioii tf pointings by KhaH Al Kofahi at the Yanmrak 
University. 

ft Exhibition “Mathematiqixs en McdtternuKe** at the 

French Cultural Centre. 

ft Comprehensive book exhibition at Ajkran girts school. 


IBS aids 

Jordanian 

students 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Interna- 
tional Baccalaureate School (IBS) 
in Amman has granted scho- 
larships and financial assistance 
to 125 students from the Ministry 
of Education since 1984, accord- 
ing to the school administration. 

It said that the scholarships are 
awarded to those who are either 
needy or excelling in their stu- 
dies. 

In addition, the IBS has raised 
JD 6,000 over the past years in 
donations from wealthy families 
and relatives of students to be- 
nefit poor families in Jordan, 
according to the IBS which is run 
by the Hashemite Scientific Soci- 
ety co-chaired by his Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan and 
Princess Sarvath. The IBS estab- 
lished in 1981 in Amman has 
attracted multinational students, 
according to die deputy principal 
of the School Hassan Hamzeh. 


Loans for agriculture 
mismanaged — minister 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Agriculture Suleiman Arabiyat 
admitted in a statement published 
Sunday that there had been mis- 
management in tiie distribution 
of loans to farmers, some of 
whom received loans totalling JD 
300,000. 

“We are trying to unify the 
sources of credit for farmers so as 
to avoid dnal services and to 
control the debt problem ,” Ara- 
biyat said in a statement pub- 
lished in the daily Sawt Al Shaab. 

“Farmers have been in the 
habit of acquiring loans from the 
Agricultural Credit Corporation, 
the Jordan Cooperative Orga- 
nisation (JCO) and the Jordan 
Valley Farmers Association 
(JVFA) which altogether have 
given JD 40 million since 1973,” 
the minister said. 

All these organisations, he 
said, will be encompassed under 
the umbrella of the Agricultural 
Council as a means of unifying 
their operations. 

“At the same time the farmers 
in Jordan are being given free- 
dom to grow crops of their own 
choice as the ministry has now 
scrapped the agricultural crop- 
ping pattern system which re- 
quired fanners to grow certain 
crops in certain areas as this 
system proved futile,” the minis- 
ter said. 

“To help farmers purchase 
fanning requirements like fertilis- 


ers and seeds, the ministry is now 
working out new regulations for 
this trade and is keeping control 
over the quality of these mate- 
rials,” the minister said. 

“To help market Jordan’s pro- 
ducts, the Ministry of Agriculture 
been conducting a process of 
reorganising the Jordan Agri- 
cultural Marketing and Proces- 
sing Company (JAMPCO) which 
is in charge of importing products 
badly needed on local markets 
and marketing Jordan’s crops 
abroad,” Arabiyat said. 

According to the minister, Jor- 
dan last year exported JD 114 
million worth of crops to Arab 
and foreign countries which 
earned the Kingdom badly 
needed foreign currency. 

“We are helnma the farmers 
increase their output and exports 
and the Ministry of Agriculture 
has banned the imports of all 
types of crops with the exception 
of onions and apples in a bid to 
encourage local farmers," the 
minister pointed out. 

He said that Jordan was in 
need of foreign markets which 
constitute a good source of in- 
come that would help not only 
the national economy but would 
encourage local farmers produc- 
tion. 

The arable lands in Jordan, he 
said, depend mostly on rain fall 
which, this year, was around the 
average level and the farmers 


expect to have a good harvest 
especially in the north and central 
regions, as well as the Jordan 
vSiey. 

He said that the southern re- 
gions have been badly affected by 
drought and the government was 
trying to do all it could to help 
local farmers. 

JordaD Valley Authority 
(JVA) Secretary-General 

Mohammad Bani Hani told the 
daily Sawt Al Shaab that King 
Talal dam, which normally irri- 
gates the Jordan Valley fields in 
the dry season, had 40.5 million 
cubic metres of water. 

He nevertheless warned of a 
catastrophe should the same level 
of poor rainfall occur in the next 
season. 

Bani Hani said that the water 
stored in the reservoir will be 
definitely used up in irrigation 
programmes before the coming 
winter season when the lands will 
be awaiting more water. 

“The dam has a total capacity 
of nearly 80 million cubic metres 
of water of which 63 million were 
available at the end of the past 
winter season, unlike this year, 
when relatively little water has 
been accumulated.” Bani Hani 
said. 

He said the amount of rain 
which fell this year was almost the 
same as last year but the rains 
were light and scattered on a 
wider area. 


Ministry plans campaign 
to Improve Jordan Valley 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment will 
provide the necessary help to the 
municipal and village councils in 
the Jordan Valley to help them 
establish slaughter houses, gar- 
bage dumps and to assist their 
efforts in protecting water re- 
sources. 

This was announced by Minis- 
ter of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
Abdul Karim Al Dughmi during 
an inspection tour of the Jordan 
Valley region where he held 


meetings with local officials and 
farmers to hear their views about 
the health situation in the region. 

The minister reviewed! a work- 
ing paper on providing health 
safety and protection from pollu- 
tants especially in agriculture. 

A statement later said that 
agreement was reached at the 
meeting to launch a wide scale 
campaign in the Jordan Valley 
immediately to eliminate com- 
mon flies and rodents, a process 
to be conducted in cooperation 
with the Amman municipality. 

The minister also gave instruc- 


tions for a study to be conducted 
on the best methods to use natu- 
ral fertilisers that wouldn't infest 
the areas with pests. 

Jordan Valley is a popular site 
for vocationers especially in the 
winter season, and current efforts 
are being made to create suitable 
recreational centres for the visi- 
tors. 

Among topics discussed at the 
meeting was the question of dis- 
posing of waste materials and 
ways of protecting the water re- 
sources and irrigation networks. 


ft Arabic cfcfldreo’s play entitled “Tales from My Grandmother’s 
Chest” at the Royal Cetltaral Centre — lfcOO aum. 


“A New, Privileged Class For People 
Going Places.” 

Le Club 



Now your business can really take off. With Le Club, 
the privileged class created by Air France to bring 
business travel into a new era of comfort and style. 
Before, during and after the flight; with separate 
check-in counters, a refreshing drink to welcome you 
aboard, the carefully redesigned 
Le Club cabin intimate and serene- 
Then, once you have settled into 
your spacious, fully adjustable seat 
and stretched your legs you will be 
ready to savour some of the gour- 
met dishes flying today. Foie gras, 
caviar or salmon accompanied by 
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a selection of drinks with all the taste of France. And 
when you arrive. Le Club is still there to take care of 
vi hi. reud\ l" prmiili; a car i«r a hold room anvvv here 
in the world... supplementary services which can he 
reserved and paid for in advance when you buy your 
ticket. Le Club is everything the suc- 
cessful business traveller has a right 
to expect; efficiency, enjoyment and 
consideration from the moment 
you make your reservation right up 
until you reach your final destina- 
tion. Fly Le Club. And discover the 
siate-of-ihe-an in business travel. 

THE FINE ART 
Mf OF FLYING 


Sales and information: Shmeisani - 666055/M762? or your travel agent. 
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POPE JOHN Paul’s expression of support for a Palestinian 
homeland during hSs meeting with PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat at the Vatican Friday carries weight in more than 
me way. To begin with. It is no small measure for the 
spiritual leader of the Catholic Church to come out in the 
open in support of the Palestinians’ national aspirations. 
This support is also a reminder of the moral posftion of the 
Vatican on the entire Palestine case. Among other things, 
the Vatican has always called for the internationafisathm of 
the dty of Jerusalem and respect for the Palestinians* 
national rights in their ancestral homeland. And until Hus 
point in time, the Vatican has refused to bestow recognition 
on the state of Israel amtil it heeds the dictates of the 
conscious of mankind. This exemplary and highly moral 
position on the Palestinian conflict has exasperated the 
relations between Israel and the Vatican and pot them at 
loggerheads over the fundamentals pertaining to this 
problem. One cannot therefore but express admir ation and 
pride in the unwavering stand of the Vatican on the 
Palestinian situation. For starters, this highly ethical s t ance 
by the Vatican with regard to Palestinian rights and 
aspirations has withstood the test of times. At a time when 
many countries wavered on then* position on the Palestinian- 
israefli conflict, the Vatican stood by its guns and upheld its 
unshaken posture on it with all the might of moral and 
spiritual persuasion. Sure -enough, time has proved the 
Vatican right as most members of the international com- 
munity are now back to square one in their efforts to defuse 
the Arab- Israeli conflict and resolve the Palestinian prob- 
lem. The latest pronouncement on the i%ht of the Palesti- 
nians for a homeland on their sod by Pope John Paid 
fortifies the faith of the Palestinians in titehr struggle for 
freedom and self-determination and bolsters then* convic- 
tion in their case. To have the support of the Vatican is 
something that ail Arabs, especially the Palestinians, would 
cherish and appreciate for all times. Above aD, this support 
for the Palestinian cause by the Pope demonstrates the 
supremacy of morality over expediency. 


JQUIPAM PRESS SPITORIALS 

A1 Ra’i Arabic daily on Sunday called on the Arabs to-be aware of 
the United States which is working against peace in the Middle 
East, and said the Arabs should be on their guard during a visit to 
the Middle East soon by a U.S. Congress team. The paper said 
the team's visit comes in the wake of the U.S. Congress’s 
declaration of total support of Israel's claim that Jerusalem is its 
united capital in violation of all international laws and United 
Nations resolutions. The team arrives here at a time when 
Washington is spearheading a hostile campaign against Iraq, 
when the United States is openly helping Soviet Jews to settle in 
the occupied Arab territories and at a time when Washington is 
totaDy opposed to the idea of an international conference on the 
Palestine issue and the Middle East question, the paper pointed 
out. It asked what the congressmen would hope to achieve from 
this tour, and whether the mission is really designed to help 
achieve peace. The paper said that the United States has lost all 
its credibility in the Middle East region at a time when it contioes 
to encourage Israel to pursue its inhuman practices and to 
perpetuate its occupation of Arab lands. The U.S. Congress 
team, the paper said, should realise that the Arabs have already 
announced their total commitment to peace based on justice, and 
that Israel, Washington’s ally, is the party that places obstacles in 
the path of that peace. 

A columnist in AJ Ra'i Arabic daily on Sunday calls on the 
judicial authorities to impose the heaviest possible penalties on 
the thieves who stole the mosaic floor from an ancient desert 
castle in Jordan and urges the legislative authority to enact a law 
that can deal very effectively with such crimes which are 
committed against the Kingdom's cultural heritage- Sabh Abdul 
Samad says that the imposition of a heavy punishment could be 
sufficient to deter thieves from committing such thefts which are 
directed against the country as a whole and designed to deprive 
the Kingdom from precious wealth, probably in collusion with 
foreign agents. The writer expresses appreciation for the work of 
the security authorities which were quick and very efficient, 
retrieving die valuable piece of art in a very short period of time, 
but he notes that other thieves could be planning to steal other 
pieces of art work and artefacts: and that only a proper deterrent 
can stop this crime in the country. It is time, says die writer, that 
the penalty be imposed for such crimes be on a parallel level of 
the immensity of the crime itself, and in his case a long prison 
term with hard labour — could serve as a proper deterrent. 

Sawt AJ S hwflh daily on Sunday raid that the past two decades 
were the worst in the history of the Arab World during which the 
Arabs had pinned all their hopes for peace on the implementation 
of U.N. Security Council Resolution 242. The paper said that the 
Arabs had hoped that the United Nations and the international 
community would solve their problems for them while at the same 
time the Arab countries remained in a state of division and 
weakness as Israel continued to grow in strength. Now following 
President Saddam Hussein’s declaration of the Arab Nation’s 
readiness to retaliate in the event of an external attack, the Arab 
masses ran breathe more freely as they feel stronger than ever, 
and capable of dealing with the challenges and the threats, the 
paper noted. The paper said that the Arab World should realise 
that Israel and its allies are working day and night to isolate them 
from the rest of the world, prior to imposing capitulation on the 
Arab states. It is true tht Iraq has now acquired a deterrent force 
the paper added, but one has to admit that the Arabs must build a 
unified intrinsic force that can not only deter the enemies but can 
help regain the usurped Arab lands. 


Weekly Political Pulse 

Deterrence boosts 

■ \ 


THE ADVENT of mass des- 
tructive weapons to the Middle 
East be they nuclear, chemical 
or biological is in many ways a 
blessing in disguise. As omi- 
nous as these weapons are, 
they can stil] perform the func- 
tion that nuclear and thermo- 
nuclear weapons had per- 
formed for the last 40 years in 
East-West relations. It will be 
recalled that no major war had 
erupted between the Warsaw 
and NATO alliances due to 
this nuclear deterrent that both 
blocs bad enjoyed. The same 
rationale would, of course, 
apply to the Middle East re- 
gion where mass-destructive 
weapon deterrence can attain 
the same result that was 
obtained in the context of 
East-West relations. There is 
no doubt that Israel and the 
Arab World would think twice 
before launching a war for fear 
that such a conflagration can 


unleash missiles carrying mass 
destructive weapons against 
each other. Thus the stakes in 
the Middle East have been 
heightened to intolerable prop- 
ortions for the two sides by the 
introduction of nuclear and 
other mass destruction 
weapons to the region on the 
negative side what is projected 
to ensue from this balance of 
terror is a stalemate and the 
maintenance of the status quo. ' 
Yet, status quo is not what the 
Arab ride wants or seeks albeit 
the prevention of i major con- 
flagration in which mass des- 
tructive weapons could be ex- 
changed is also an apparent 
priority. 

Nevertheless balance of ter- 
ror in the Middle East can still 
attain a meaningful and benefi- 
cial effect in the sense that 
whereas nuclear and like-na- 
tured weapons will rule out an 


aO out war between Israel and 
its Arab neighbours, a limited 
or a guerrilla kind of fighting 
can still be prosecuted by the 
Arab side wifi) relative immun- 
ity from it dver escalating into 
a wider military conflict. This 
is where the Arab side in 
general and the Palestine side 
in particular can attain the 
desired objectives by exploit- 
ing this balance of terror to the 
optimum. To begin with, the 
Palestinian intifada can not 
only continue but also escalate 
into a more potent uprising if 
need be without fear of leading 
into a major war. By denying 
total peace to Israel, through 
the uprising, while simul- 
taneously denying it the ulti- 
mate option of going into a full 
scale war against the Arab 
side, the Palestinian side can 
bolster zbeir bargaining power 
to a considerable extent. By so 
doing, the Palestinian rights 


and aspirations can be pursued 
indefinitely until they are real- 
ised. 

This entire scenario is dearly 
dependent on the ability of the 
Arab ride to attain this balance 
of tenor. As of now neither 
Israel nor its friends and allies 
are totally convinced that the 
Arab side can match Israel’s 
nuclear capability. As kmg as 
Israel thinks and calculates 
that the Arab ride has not yet 
caught up with it and that time 
is propitious to launch sneak 
attacks against their advanced 
military projects for mass des- 
tructive weapons, then the 
chances of a major conflagra- 
tion breaking out in the Middle 
East would continue to be 
there. Thai is why the major 
powers would be better 
advised to speed up the Arab 
efforts to neutralise the Israeli 
nuclear threat by facilitating 


peace 

their crash programmes to ac- 
quire comparable weapons in 
the shortest possible tune and 
before Israel completes its pre- 
parations for such attacks 
against Arab military targets. 
Only through the attainment of 
a balance of terror in the Mid- 
dle East would there be real 
peace in the Middle East. 
There is no way to reverse the 
tide of mass destructive 
weapons in the region. The 

genie was out the bottle, the 
minute Israel acquired a nuc- 
lear capability and no amount 
of pious statements or wishful 
thinking would put it right 
back. The only sensible thing 
to do now is to give the Arab 
ride the ability and opportunity 
to acquire a deterrent. The 
least that the international 
community especially the ma- 
jor powers among them should 
do now is to cease and desist 


By WaSeed Sadi j 


from crying woK every time 
one or two .Arab wunlrsri w 
at the threshold of obtaining 
comparable weapons. To dc 
otherwise is to iowfor war and. | 
make the outbreak of £ tn a jer 
war between the Arab and j 


mass destruction wea pons to 
face Israel's nuclear weapons » ' 
more of a boost to peace ra the 

Middle East than the other 
way around. Of course one 
would have hoped that none oi 
these weapons had been ircro- 
duced to the Middle East. But 
that is a wishful thinkmg and 


instead of shedding lean about 
lost opportunities, it would be 
more sane to explore the »>cw 
opportunities for peace in the 
Middle East created by these 
weapons. 


Israel and South Africa: divergent twins 


By Naseer H. Aruri 

ISRAEL and South Africa have 
much in common, yet they evoke 
divergent perceptions mid re- 
sponses in American society. 
They represent the last bastions 
of the colonial-settler enterprise 
and the strongholds of herrcavoOr 
democracy (de mocra cy for the 
settlers but not for the natives). 
Only in these two “democrades” 
is segregation of gro ups firmly 
entrenched in the soda! and legal 
fabrics of society and in the admi- 
nistrative practices of the state.. 
The Blacks in South Africa are 
restricted to 12 per cent of their 
national patrimony while the 
Palestinians now live on 13 per 
cent of theirs. The present 
alternative to equal rights aim 
citizenship in South Africa and in 
Israel is limited autonomy. 
Whereas “native reserves” set up 
for Blacks in South Africa be- 
came the Bantustans, the remain- 
ing 45 per cent of the West Bank 
and 65 per cent of Gaza would be 
established as the Palestinian 
Bantustans, if the so-called Mid- 
dle East peace process leads to a 
breakthough under present au- 
spices. 

There is no shortage of analo- 
gies between South Africa and 
Israel. In both places, the colo- 
nial settler either denied the ex- 
istence of the indigenous native 
or wished his disappearance. The 
wordless wish in South Africa 
took the form of enforced seg- 
regation; in Palestine, it took the 
form of denial. Hence Israel 
ZangwiU’s declaration of Pales- 
tine as a “land without people for 
people without land” and Goida 
Merits later declaration of the 
Palestinians as non-people who 
simply “do not exist/Their exist- 
ence can only be recognised as 
that of an ethnic, not a national 
minority, a minority not entitled 
to share in the allocation of pow- 
er. Menachem Begin described 
this minority, which during bis 
lifetime was the majority of the 
population in Palestine, as “the 
Arabs of Eretz Israel." 

Both Zionist and Afrikaner 
nationalism are scripturafly based 
ideologies wtridb daim a moral 
mission. Palestine was die land 
promised by the Almighty effec- 
tively to Abraham and his son 
Isaac, though not Ishmael. It 
would provide the context for an 
“ingathering of exiles”. likewise, 
the preamble to the South Afri- 
can constitution claims that, 
“Almighty God... who has 
guided them (Afrikaners) from 
generation to generation; who 
has wondrously delivered them 
from the dangers that beset them, 
gathered their forbears together 
from many lands and gave them 
this for their own....” There is no 
place for revisionist history in 
either Pretoria or Tel Aviv; and 
yet while the religious motive is in 
the forefront, the colonial enter- 
prise, in both places, was prop- 
elled by a pursuit of power and 
greed. In both spheres, the native 
has been defined by the oppres- 
sed as a problem: as demographic 
one which can only be corrected 
by permanent subjugation, 
“transfer”, a euphemism for mass 
expulsion, or by population con- 
trol. 

Native redsfance 

In both spheres, the natives 
launched a national resistance, 
which included armed struggle as 
well as non-violent dvfl disobedi- 
ence, Both struggles were coun- 
tered with a policy of state terror- 
ism directed against the internal 
resistance and their sanctuaries 
neighbouring states. Both sys- 
tems became international 
pariahs because of their discri- 
minatory practices and consistent 
patterns of human rights viola- 
tions. South Africa’s legal arsen- 


al of repression, which indudes 
tire Internal Security Act, the 
Terrorism Act, the Pass Laws, 
the Group Areas Act, among 
others, is matched by a similar 
arsenal in Israel that includes the 
Land Settlement Act, the Absen- 
tee Property Act, the Defence 
(Emergency) Regulations and the 
Anti-Terrorism Act. among 
others. These acts have facilitated 
in both countries land alienation, 
restriction of movement and due 
process, systematic harassment, 
banishment and other infringe- 
ments. As in totalitarian states, 
the lives of the natives are com- 
pletely regulated by the army 
and/or the ministry of justice. 

American inconsistency 

Both regimes came under the 
protection of Washington, in one 
way or another, bat while civil 
society in the U.S. dissented on 
South .Africa, it was made to 
acquiesce in the case of Israel. 
The case for Black liberation in 
South Africa has penetrated the 
political consciousness of liberal 
America, including broad sectors 
of the legislative branch, the 
media, the peace/church com- 
munity, the anti-nuclear move- 
ment, but not the executive 
branch of the government. The 
case for Palestinian independ- 
ence, on the other hand, did not 
even merit a debate in the Amer- 
ican public arena. Why, then, 
despite so many similarities be- 
tween oppressed and the oppres- 
sor, the usurped and the usurper, 
the colonised and the coloniser in 
Palestine and South Africa, are 
there such a glaring inconsisten- 
cies in the American response in 
particular and die Western re- 
sponse in general to the two 
situations? 

The following areas may be 
examined. First, unlike the apar- 
theid regime in Pretoria, Israel 
has the ability of turning history 
on its bead — the oppressor 
becomes the oppressd, the 
powerful insecure, the vocal 
voiceless, and the settler native! 
The myopia is made easy by a 
unique and sacrosanct legacy, 
which not only disguses Israel’s 
transgressions, but also provides 
a barrier against criticism and a 
shelter against normal scrutiny. 

The Afrikaners have no 
equivalent of the Holocaust to 
use and misuse in their attempt to 
justify apartheid. Nor do they 
have an equivalent of the Jewish 
lobby (AIPAC) in Washington to 
bold the U.S. Congress in fine. 
Also absent are the various con- 
stituencies at Israel’s beck and 
call, which operate in congress 
stooal committees, human rights 
organisations, the Christian chur- 
ches, the media and even among 
the American Left. It would be 
unthinkable for a rcpreeotative of 
the Pretoria regime to gam equal 
time in the U.S. with the victims 
or opponents of apartheid in the 
public discourse on human rights. 
By contrast, the Israeli perspec- 
tive, winch dominates the U.S. 
mainstream agenda on the Mid- 
dle East, is assured of easy access 
to the councils of the underclass. 

The persistence of Zionist 
organisations and their willing- 
ness and ability to utilise in- 
timidation and pressure techni- 
ques contributed to a ^ 
removal of Israel from the ranks 
of the worst violators of human 
rights: South Africa, Chile, Chi- 
na, and El Salvador, among 
others. Israel’s s u pporters insist 
that Israel be treated at par with 
its “peers”, i.e. the Western 
“democracies'’. Thus a campaign 
to trim aid to Israel by as much as 
five per cent (Senator Dole's sug- 
gestion), not as a punishment for 
violation of human rights but as 
part of a reallocation to 
accommodate Eastern Europe, 


would never get off the ground, 
let atone a major effort to impose 
sanctions, as in the case of South 
Africa. The latter, which has no 
similar friends in the U.S. to 
remove it from the ranks of the 
most unfavoured nations, was 
punished and ultimately forced to 
lift the state of emergency, legal- 
ise the African National Congress 
and release black nationalist lead- 
ers from prison. The weight of 
years of anti-apartheid campaign- 
ing, which produced a web of 
legislation and actions by univer- 
sities, corporations and financial 
institutions, has taken its toll on 
the white racist regime. 

And yet, Israel and Sooth Afri- 
ca have been notorious for their 
resolute defiance of the interna- 
tional will, though in the end h 
was American pressure that truly 
counted. The disinvestment 
movement in the United States 
ultimately persuaded Congress to 
pass the sanction laws in 1986 
over Reagan’s veto. At last, the 
U.S. did associate itself with the 
global consensus on South Afri- - 
ca, but continued its isolation 
from that consensus on Israel. 

Ditinvestzneot for one, not the 
other 

Given the unique character of 
Israel, discussed above, disinvest- 
ment would be unthinkable. In 
fact, here the opposite is true: the 
special relationship is constantly 
nurtured and upgraded. Consider 
America’s present to Israel on its 
40th birthday, which included the 
status of a “principal non-NATO 
ally,” a partner in Star Wars 
research, in addition to being the 
recipient of one third of Amer- 
ica’s total foreign aid in the entire 
world. Moreover, the U.S. gov- 
ernment has so for been paying 
Israel’s bill for s up pres si ng the 
intifada, on behalf of all tax- 


payers, thus making them accom- 
plices in crimes of state in the 
Nuremberg sense. By contrast, 
U.S. sanctions cost the South 
African economy heavfly in terms 
of loss of capital exports, invest- 
ments and new loans. Many state 
legislatures ordered their pension 
fund managers to sell off stocks in 
companies trading with South 
Africa. By contrast, the U.S. 
government increased its econo- 
mic aid to Israel from S3 bBSon to 
$3,666 billion in fiscal 1989 and 
1990. 

Thus disinvestment in South 
Africa, which c ontri b ut ed to tbe 
potential collapse of apartheid, is 
paralleled by empowerment, 
which bays Israel time to sup- 
press the intifada and nurture its 
diplomatic intransigence. Or 
comp ar e President Bush’s invita- 
tion to Nelson Mandela to visit 
the White House with the U.S. 
government’s refusal to grant 
Yasser Arafat a visa to address 
the United Nations. America's 
-association with international 
morality and legality In South 
Africa is contrasted by its con- 
travention of the international 
will, which demands independ- 
ence for tbe Palestinians as it 
demands equal rights for the 
blacks in South Africa. 

Arab-Americans faff 

In addition to the hurdles 
embedded in the American body 
politic, there are problems associ- 
ated with tbe Palestinian cause 
and its supporters and guardians. 
Tbe Arab- American community 
has simply failed to develop a 
focal point for a broad campaign 
such as the one spearheaded by 
Trans-Africa, despite auspicious 
circumstances for a public debate 
over the reallocation of foreign 
aid. Arab-American organisa- 
tions are in no potation to play the 


vanguard role, as biack-Amer- 
ican organisations did in the anti- 
apartheid movement. The lack 
the coherence, coordination and 
sense of purpose essential for 
creating a broad coalition -to lob- 
by against Israeli infractions.. And 
yet there is no shortage of moral 
and legal imperatives for such a 
campaign. An objective took in- 
wardly, and I speak as a Palesti- 
nian committee to the national 
consensus, reveals a qualitative 
difference in tbe maimer in which 
the Palestinian and Black South 
Africa causes are being m anaged. 

Terror is t labels 

Despite the fact Chat tbe terror- 
ist label was misguidedly placed 
on both foe ANC and the PLO. 
the black struggle in South Africa 
tends to receive a special moral 
weight in liberal and p rogressive 
America. Consider the similar- 
ities and contrast in the two 
approaches to liberation: the 
Palestinians, like the South Afri- 
cans, launched armed struggle 
and declared their goal to be a 
democratic secular Palestine m 
which Arabs and Jews would live 
on the basis of equal rights, equal 
citizenship, one-peison one-vote. 
Since that time, over two decades 
ago, both groups supplemented 
the “armed struggle" with politic- 
al struggle inside (building mass 
organisations and alternative in- 
stitutions) and diplomatic strug- 
gle abroad. The balance between 
these three forms of struggle has 
undergone shifts and adjustments 
to tbe local, regional ami interna- 
tional realities, which now seem 
to favour a arategy of a synchro- 
nised political and diplomatic 
struggle. 

In Palestine, tbe intifada sup- 
plied the potiticaJ struggle which 
normally leads foe diplomatic 


struggle. Hence, the political ^ 
programme of the intifada was * 
adopted by the Palestine National 
Council in November 19SB in 
Algiers. That programme, which 
opted for a histone comprom- 
ise, did not abrogate or jeopar- 
dise the internationally recog- 
nised rights of the Palestinian 
people, including their struggle 
for liberation by aD .available 
means, “including armed strug- 
gle”. Resolution 3236 affirm e d 
their right to tetf-deternmatioa, 
national independence and 
sovereignty and Resolution 3210 
recognised foe PLO as sole {esti- 
mate representative of the * 
Palestinian people. In reality, * 
however, these isafienahSe rights 
can only aspire to become poten- 
tial items on the diplomatic agen- 
da of the “peace process,” i.e. 
tbe Israeli 20-point plan of May 
19S9, designated by Secretary 
Baker as “foe only game in 
town. " In fact, some of them such 
as sovereignty have already been 
exdaded outright by the self- 
styled pe ace-maker, co-helhse- 
rent.‘ 

Mandela's e ff ectiv e tactic 

Tbe major question concerning 
the Palestine case is not the pro- 
ximity of the protagonists to the . 
negotiating table but foe very * 
existence of a table and the 
identity of the carpenters. On the 
other hand, the South African 
national movement conceded no- 
thing except a willingness to ba- 
lance majority rule with the type 
of structural guarantees that this 
will not mean Black domination 
of foe whites. The ANC insisted 
on its right to shape foe table, to 
determine the rules of the game 
and to redraw the political and 

(C ont inued on page 5) 
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German 
engineer 
built the 
Hijaz 
railway 

By Kurt Westphal 

DRESDEN (DaD) — For cen- 
turies every Muslim's fondest 
wish has been to make the Haj 
to Mecca and Medina, at least 
once in his life. It used to be a 
really strenuous journey of a 
lifetime. But a new era dawned 
on Sept. I 1908 when Syrian 
Mnsiims had to go no further than 
Damascus and then take die fam- 
ous Hijaz railway from Damascus 
to Medina. This celebrated 
1,302-kilometre (814-mile) 
railway spanning deserts and 
mountains was built by a Ger- 
man engineer, Heinrich Meiss- 
ner. He died 50 years ago, in 
1940, as a highly esteemed 
professor at the Technical Uni- 
versity in Istanbul. 

Meissner was bom in Dres- 
den. where he studied en- 
gineering, specialising in civil 
engineering, with the emphasis 
on tunnel, dike and railway 
construction. He also learnt 
Turkish. His time came when 
Sultan Abdul Hamid decided, 
at the end of the 19th century, 
to build the Hijaz railway, 
which was dubbed “Allah's 
holy line” on account of its 
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The Hijaz raflway 

religious significance. It cros- 
sed 1,532 bridges, passed 
through two tunnels and linked 
96 stations, costing 75 million 
Swiss gold francs, the equiva- 
lent of roughly $2 billion to- 
day. The railway only went as 
far as Medina. Plans to con- 
tinue it to Mecca were drawn 
up but never did leave the 
drawing board, and the line 
was largely destroyed during 
World War I. Jordan, Saudi 
Arabia and Syria were con- 
sidering rebuilding it in the 
1960s. but to this day the sur- 
viving sections of the Hijaz 


railway are still ghost lines in 
the desert sand. 

The Baghdad railway, from 
the Bosphorus to the Tigris, 
fared better. Work on this first 
direct rail link between Europe 
and Asia, which was also de- 
signed and built by Meissner, 
began in 1911. Seven years 
later the Turkish section cros- 
sed the Taurus mountains; 
work at the Baghdad end be- 
gan in 1912. By the end of 
World War I only a 500- 
kilometre section remained to 
be completed. The 117- 
kliometre railway between the 


Jordanian phospate workings 
and Aqaba was also planned 
by Meissner, but not com- 
pleted until 15 years ago. in 
1975. 

Meissner, ennobled as 
Meissner Pasha in 1904, had to 
leave Turkey after World War 
II. He spenr several years 
working for the Albanian gov- 
ernment before he was able to 
return to Istanbul. An acknow- 
ledged international authority 
on railway construction, he en- 
ded his career as an engineer- 
ing professor in the Turkish 
capital. 


Turkish system halts trafficking 
but farmers are far from happy 


By Emel Anil 

The Associated Press 

BOLVADIN, Turkey — For 
5,000 years, fanners have been 
growing opium poppies on the 
dusty flatiands of central Turkey. 
Sinoe 1974 they have been doing 
it under government supervision 
to keep the poppies from becom- 
ing heroin. 

Turkish and U.S. narcotics 
police praise the system .as vir- 
tually smuggle-proof. A small 
army of inspectors is at work to 
ensure the crop is used exclusive- 
ly for medicine and doesn't fall 
into the hands of traffickers. 

But the farmers are less than 
happy. 

“In the old days we could 
marry off two sons in one season 
with the earnings from our poppy 
fields,” said Halil Altuntas, the 
headman of Ozburnn village. 
“Now the bride prices are up but 
the price for poppies remains too 
low.” 

Just as coca leaves grown in 
Central and South America are in 
the centre of a U.S. battle against 
cocaine, Turkey’s opium poppies 
were the target of a war on drugs 
in the late 1960s and early 1970s. 

The United States contended 
that at least half of the heroin 
reaching its addicts originated in 
Turkish poppy fields that spread 
across seven provinces of the 
barren Anatolian plain. 

In 1971, a military-controlled 
Turkish government banned pop- 
py production under strong press- 
ure from Washington. In 1974, 
after restoration of civilian rule, 
poppy cultivation was resumed 


under a system aimed at limiting 
production for pharmaceutical 
use. 

The troubles encountered since 
then mostly have had to do with 
production bottlenecks and pric- 
ing polities. U.S. narcotics offi- 
cials, working in cooperation with 
Turkish counterparts, say no he- 
roin from the Turkish crop has 
been discovered on the illicit 
market. 

One reason was that cultivation 
could resume only under license. 
More importantly, the fanners 
were forced to harvest only dry 
pods. 

Instead of slitting the tanger- 
ine-sized poppy pods to let opium 
gum ooze out, the method used 
for heroin, farmers have to let the 
pods dry on the fields in summer 
heat. 

From dried opium poppies 
come the morphine derivatives 
that can be extracted only in a 
sophisticated alkaloids facility far 
use as legal pain killers. 

As a next step, Turks started 
the construction of the largest 
and most advanced alkaloids fac- 
tory in the world here in the heart 
of the poppy-growing region, 250 
kilometres southwest of Ankara, 
the capital. 

Turkey spent $90 million to 
build the factory and over the 
next 10 years laid out an addition- 
al $15 million to the fanners, 
since the government is legally 
obligated to buy the poppy pods. 

The pods are light but bulky, 
and therefore difficult to export. 
About 76.000 tons piled up in 
storage, enough to keep the fac- 
tory going at fall capacity for four 


years. 

Cultivation was discouraged by 
low state prices. By 1986, the 
‘factory went into full production. 
Hie Turkish alkaloids board cap- 
tured more than 50 per cent of 
the U.S. market and about 40 per 
cent of the world market for 
morphine and codeine and 
started earning about $10 million 
a year. 

But the good times did not last. 
Hie plant has been idle since 
December for lack of pods. 

But there are no plans to 
give np cultivation. Far- 
mers and officials agree 
that the poppy is still the 
most suitable cash crop for 
the sandy soB of the arid 



Last year’s crop was only 3,000 
tons, the result of autumn 
drought, winter frost and the 
farmers' unwillingness to culti- 
vate at the state purchase price of 
350 Turkish liras (14 cents) per 
kilogramme of dried pods. 

India is the only other legal 
producer of poppies on a huge 
scale. Australia has recently 
come into the market. 

The United States supports In- 
dian and Turkish control efforts 
with a*pledge to buy 80 per cent 
of its needs from the two coun- 
tries. 

Hie demand for morphine and 
derivatives is not flexible, averag- 
ing about 200 tons a year. Com- 
petition is fierce for market 
share, and prices for the drug 


have come down to about $180 a 
kilogramme from $800 when Tur- 
key devised the blueprint for its 
factory. 

Turks have tripled the price for 
poppy pods this year to encour- 
age farmers. Yet Attila Yfldirim. 
die manager of the akaloids 
{riant, says they cannot go too far 
with that kind of incentive and 
still have a competitive edge in 
the drug market. 

But there are no plans to give 
up cultivation. Farmers and offi-. 
cutis agree that the poppy is still 
the most suitable cash crop for 
the sanity soil of the arid region. 

Whatever their troubles with 
supply and demand, the officials 
of the state soil products office 
and Yildfrim and his staff at the 
plant are proud of their security 
arrangements. 

Some 600 inspectors, backed 
by reconnaissance planes, keep 
track of the fields to prevent any 
unlicensed cultivation or slitting 
for opium gum. 

The morphine is kept in stor- 
age behind steel doors. 
Armoured trucks transport the 
production from factory to cargo 
planes with military and police 
escorts. 

“This place is better protected 
and less accessible to outsiders 
than most military bases,” Yildir- 
im said. 

But the illegal narcotics dealers 
have not been put out of busi- 
ness. Narcotics officials say they 
benefit from the heroin smuggled 
through Turkey from Pakistan, 
Afghanista n , Iran and elsewhere, 
in the Middle East to Western 
markets. 


King calls for Arab 



(Continued faom page I) 

Middle East issue would be set- 
tled. 

The projected Palestinian- 
Israeti dialogue, the King said, 
will no doubt open the door for 
the achievement of a comprehen- 
sive peace in the region. 

“The Palestine problem is a 
problem for all Arabs and Egypt 
and Jordan have been shoulder- 
ing their responsibility towards 
the Palestinian people and the 
two countries are now awaiting 
moves from the other parties 
towards pece, he said. 

Mnbarak, who was present at 
the press meeting, said that his 
discussion with tin King covered 
the present Arab situation and 
the campaign directed against 
Iraq. 

Mubarak, Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein who held talks ear- 
lier Saturday in Iraq, said: 
“Egypt is trying its best to declare 


the Middle East an area clear of 
weapons of mass destruction.” 

Last Monday President Hus- 
sein warned that Iraq would 
“bum half of Israel” if the Jewish 
state attacked it, prompting angry 
protests in Israel and from the 
United States. 

Egyptian officials said privately 
that Mubarak was anxious not to 
allow the war of words to harm 
the Labour Party's chances of 
forming a new government in 
Israel. 

“My quick trips to Baghdad 
and Jordan were aimed at defus- 
ing the escalation resulting from 
threats to Iraq,” Mubarak told 
newspaper editors during the sto- 
pover in Aqaba. 

Mubarak said plans were 
underway for an Arab summit. 

“High-level contacts will be 
carried out... seeking coordina- 
tion and preparation for an Arab 
summit. We must discuss the 
impact of latest world changes on 


the Arabs...'' he said. 

He said he would visit Damas- 
cus after the fasting month of 
Ramadan ends later this month. 

“There is a golden opportunity 
for peace now and we must push 
bard to benefit from this chance," 
Mubarak said. 

The Middle East News Agency 
(MENA.) carried what it said 
were comments Mubarak made 
to Egyptian newspaper editors on 
the flight home as well as remarks 
made in a joint press conference 
with President Hussein 

“Iraq had without doubt been 
facing a campaign,” Mubarak 
said. “I have spoken about this 
issue with leaders in the United 
States, some European countries 
and other states, and assured 
them that Iraq is not a country 
which wants or calls for war." 

Mubarak said he had sent mes- 
sages to these countries, telling 
them that Iraq wanted a “just 
peace” and not war. 


(Continued from page 1) 

small factions 3nd individual 
members of parliament. 

But Attorney-General Yosef 
Harish cautioned against any has- 
ty reform that could produce an 
executive leader without proper 
parliament chocks and balances. 

Protesters, in what a senior 
police official termed Israel's 
biggest-ever demonstration, con- 
demned leaders for offering 
cabinet seats and political favours 
to potential backers. 

The Israeli supreme court ruled 
on Sunday it was forbidden and 
against the public interest to offer 
financial guarantees to political 
partners. 

A breakaway Likud faction 
bad demanded up to S10 million 
in bank guarantees to ensure 
Likud met its obligations in a 
coalition agreement. 

Members of two key religious 
parties, Shas and the National 
Religious Party, said they still 
backed a Likud-led government 
but did not rule out switching. 
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Mitac. The intelligent solution to 
today's contemporary computer 
needs. 

Sophisticated yet simple. Totally 
flexible yet amazingly affordable. 

The kind of solution that single PC 
users, local area networks and 
Xenix multi users have been waiting 
for . Available in 286 and 386 
models - XT, AT, PS/2 compatibles 
and multi users. 

And with the added professional 
advantage of Comcent’s excellent 
support and maintenance facilities. 

Flexible enough? 
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Israel and 
Africa 

(Continued from page 4) 


geographic map of South Africa. 
Nelson Mandela, asserting from 
prison that his task was to bring 
the two parties to the negotiating 
table, wrote to the former presi- 
dent of South Africa, F,W. 
Botha, reiterating the ANCs re- 
jection of the government’s con- 
ditions for negotiations: renun- 
ciation of violence, breaking with 
the Communist party and re- 
pudiation of majority role. He 
gave a categorical “no” to each of 
them. 

By contrast, the Israeli govern- 
ment maintains a state of martial 
taw in occupied Palestine, bans 
all political activities, and, 
together with Washington, treat 
the FLO as an illegal organisa- 
tion. Then it turns around, sets 
the framework and determines 
the agenda as well as the qual- 
ifications of negotiating partners. 
There are no Palestinian condi- 
tions similar to those laid down 
by the ANC — to lift the ban on 
the PLO in Palestine and in thfc 
United States, to free Palestinian 
political prisoners, to terminate 
the “state of emergency,” and to 
commit itself to negotiating with 
the recognised representatives of 


South 


the Palestinian people on the 
basis of U.N. resolutions and 
good faith. 

Having become the de facto 
sole arbiter of the Palestine-Israel 
conflict in the mid-1970s, the 
U.S. has had ample time and 
opportunity to produce a just and 
durable settlement. Instead, 
however, it chose a “ban fasten” 
solution. By dedaring the Israeli 
election plan as the “only game in 
town,” it expects the PLO to 
accept it or be counted oat of the 
diplomatic process, the intent of 
which is to create an alternative 
pliant leadership of the Palesti- 
nian community under occupa- 
tion, to fragment the Palestinian 
people into “insiders” and “out- 
riders”, and to ddegitimise their 
wider political rights. And so, 
while the solution in South Africa, 
reflects a global consensus, the 
solution in Palestine, under U.S. 
auspices, will be contrary to that 
consensus. While the U.S. cele- 
brates the triumph of pluralism 
and equality in South Africa, it 
cynically suppresses the Palesti- 
nian struggle for the same ideals. 

, or, Arun is professor of poli- 
tical science at Southeastern Mas- 
sachusetts University. His article 
is reprinted from Middle East 
International, London. 
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Tehran, Moscow sign 
accord on gas exports 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iran and 
The Soviet Union signed a 15-year 
agreement on the export of Ira- 
nian natural gas Sunday, the offi- 
cial Islamic Republic News Agen- 
cy (IRNA) reported. 

Oil Minister Gholamreza 
Aqazadeh, speaking to reporters, 
said the first shipments of gas 
would move Monday and that the 
two sides had agreed that the 
price of the gas would be adjusted 
monthly according to internation- 
al rates. 

F* rorts wffl start at three bil- 
li jubic metres annually and 
o. uld go as high as 10 billion, said 
IRNA. monitored in Nicosia. 

Aqazadeh said the gas could 
also be transhipped through the 
Soviet pipeline network to East- 
ern and Western Europe. He 
noted that it would probably not 
remain the only land route to 
Europe, as negotiations were 
underway with Turkey for a pipe- 
line. 

The Soviet Union will receive 
the gas at the Caspian Sea port of 
Astara, said the report. The city 
was the cite of heated riots by 
Soviet Azerbaijanis earlier this 
year who demanded that the 
closed border be opened. The 
two nations earlier negotiated an 
agreement for cross border visits. 

The Iranian minister also noted 
that a massive gas pipeline net- 
work was under construction in 
Iran that should boost the coun- 
try's capacity to 150 million cubic 
feet a day from its reserves of 48 
trillion cubic feet, most in the 
south of the country. 

Under the five year plan that 
just started, the number of cities 
to be supplied with natural gas 


would jump from 120 to 200, 
Aqazadeh said. 

Details of the gas agreement 
were worked out in a series of 
visits by high level delegations to 
Moscow and Tehran over the past 
year. 

paper backs foreign 
investment 

An Iranian newspaper Sunday 
welcomed foreign investment in 
the form of joint ventures, a key 
part of government policy which 
radicals oppose. 

Deals like one agreed last week 
with Italy, under which Iran is 
expected to manufacture Fiat cars 
and other goods, benefit both 
sides, the Tehran Times said in an 
editorial. 

Tehran has said the accord with 
Italy, covering trade as well as 
investment, could be worth S13 
billion over a five-year national 
economic plan that began in 
January. 

Hardliners oppose the liberalis- 
ing economic policies of Presi- 
dent Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafcan- 
jani, who is seeking Western in- 
vestment to rebuild an. economy 
shattered by eight years of war 
with Iraq. 

“Iran can turn to be an econo- 
mic basket for the whole region,” 
the English-language Tehran 
Times said. 

The paper, which generally 
supports Rafsanjani. also called 
for competent management of 
industries. Independent econom- 
ists say inefficiency and corrup- 
tion are rife in the state- 
dominated industrial sector. 


to issue rules 
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PEKING (Agencies) — China 
will soon issue new regulations 
restricting private-sector 
businesses, an ofnriai newspaper 
said Sunday. 

Hie China Daily said the gov- 
ernment would prohibit private 
enterprises from doing business 
in such sectors as finance, foreign 
trade, the military, real estate, 
railways and ocean shipping. 

Manufacturing and dealing in 
dangerous chemical products, ex- 
plosives, some medicines, and 
important raw materials would 
also be banned. 

The government would howev- 
er encourage private businesses 
in the service sector, “small com- 
modities,'* and farm products. 
High technology and export- 
oriented enterprises would be 
helped. 

All private businesses will have 
to re-register to keep their 
licenses under the new regula- 
tions, the daily said. 

More than three million private 
entrepreneurs have been driven 
out of business since the Com- 
munist government launched an 
austerity policy in late 1988 to 
curb runaway inflation and over- 
heated economic growth. 

But the China Daily said that 
under the new rules, private en- 
terprises “would soon discover 
new business opportunities 
thanks to government efforts to 
re invigorate the market.” 
Peking would also restrain 
over-zealous local governments 
--vjuch have banned private firms 
r doing lawful business, the 
cf-.vspaper said. 

Encouraged since reforms were 
launched in 1978, private 
b-jsi nesses have been the first to 
ffer from sudden policy 
.mges. 

China’s leaders have made it 
ar in recent policy speeches 
it the private sector will be 
. owed only a strictly limited role 
i; the eocnomy and that a 
riddle -class of entrepreneurs 


must be stopped from emerging. 

Workforce declines 

China's urban workforce de- 
clined by 2.5 million in the first 
two months of 1990, with smaller 
collective firms showing the 
largest loss of workers, the China 
Daily said Sunday. 

The drop in die number of 
working people continued a year- 
long slump in the labour market 
caused by government austerity 
measures that have curbed infla- 
tion but brought economic 
growth to a standstill. 

Milfions of factories around the 
country have dosed down or are 
operating at reduced pace because 
of lack of raw materials and 
operating funds. 

The China Daily, quoting State 
Statistical Bureau figures, said 
the workforce stood at 136 mil- 
lion at the end of Februry, down 
1.5 million from the end of 1989. 

State-owned enterprises em- 
ployed 100.4 million, a drop of 

713.000, while collectively owned 
businesses had 34.3 million work- 
ers, 726,000 fewer than in De- 
cember. 

Private businesses had 1.3 mil- 
lion on their payrolls, a decline of 

58.000. 

The government put the urban 
unemployment rate at 2.3 per 
cent at the end of 1989, although 
Chinese economists privately say 
the jobless rate is closer to four 
per cent. 

Those figures do not indude 
the serious problem of surplus 
labour in the countryside, where 
800 million of China’s 1.1 billion 
people live. 

The strain of an estimated 100 
milli on labourers who are not 
needed on farms had been eased 
in recent years by- the rapid 
growth of rural enterprises, but 
many such enterprises have 
closed down or have laid off 
workers in the past year because 
of the economic slowdown. 


national debt 
tops trillion mark 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
national debt Monday totalled 
more than $3 trillion for the first 
time in history, the Treasury De- 
partment reported Tuesday. 

That’s $3,000,000,000,000. 
Count them: A three and 12 
zeroes. A person counting a 
$1,000 bill each second would 
take 133 years just to reach $1 
trillion. 

And when the national debt 
reached $3 trillion, it meant that 
it would cost every man, woman 
and child $12,000 to pay it off. 

Peter Hollenbach, public 
affairs officer for treasury's 
bureau of public debt, said that 
despite a growing number of in- 
come tax receipts at this time of 
year, he expected the debt to 
continue to grow as long as the 
budget is not balanced. 

The actual level of public debt 
subject to Statutory limit at the 
end of the day Monday was 
$3,023 trillion. That’s just $99.59 
billion under the statutory limit of 
S3. 123 trillion. 


Congress enacted the current 
debt limit last November. 

The debt reached $1 billion in 
1916 during World War I and 
climbed to S -78 billion at the end 
of World War n. It reached its 
first trillion Oct. X, 1981, and rose 
to $2 trillion April 3, 1986. 

The government has been run- 
ning huge deficits for the past 
decade. The inability to reduce 
the federal deficit was considered 
the major economic failure of the 
Reagan administration. 

Democratic opponents often 
pointed to the fact that President 
Ronald Reagan ran up more pub- 
lic debt in tins eight years in office 
than all of his predecessors put 
together. 

The federal deficit has con- 
tinued to grow since then and 
totalled $152.1 trillion daring the 
fiscal year ended last Sept. 30. 

Internet on the deficit during 
February total id $17.32 billion 
and is expected to reach $254.85 
Million for the year. 


Yen dilemma shows limits of 
international monetary cooperation 


PARIS (R) — Turmoil in Japan’s 
financial markets has forced lead- 
ing industrial nations into action 
but their pledge of support for the 
yen the weekend has failed to 
remove doubts about the strength 
of international cooperation. 

Behind the carefully coded lan- 
guage of a communique issued 

after eight hours of talks on 
Saturday, there is a dear message 
to Japan that it must take prime 
responsibility for the yen and that 
there are limits to what other 
nations are prepared to do. 

The group of seven (G-7) na- 
tions — the United States, Japan, 
West Germany, France, Britain, 
Italy and Canada — appears to 
have fallen back on the time- 
worn formula of rhetoric and 
hints of foreign exchange in- 
tervention to convince currency 
markets that they want to see a 
stronger yen. 

In doing so, they have settled 
on the lowest common denomin- 
ator for political agreement, stop- 
ping short of a full-blown rescue 
package and frustrating those 
policy-makers who would like to 
see the G-7 make the jump from 
crisis m ana gers to a directorate to 
run the world economy. 

“There has been a general feel- 
ing among the G-7 that the 


Japanese have not come any- 
where dose to taking the domes- 
tic monetary steps that would 
support a conceited intervention 
effort,” said one monetary offi- 
cial Sunday. 

One of the biggest sceptics is 
West Germany, with the Bundes- 
bank far from convinced of the 
need to buy yen at a time when 
the mark is soft against other 
European currendes. 

Bonn officials have also been 
critical of Tokyo's delay in raising 
interest rates last month to con- 
trol inflation. 

“We know full well the Bun- 
desbank is not going to spend a 
penny of its own reserves to help 
the yen if the Japanese are not 
going to help themselves,” said 
Christopher Potts, economist at 
Banque Indosuez in Paris. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Nicholas Brady has taken a re- 
latively relaxed view of Japan’s 
problems, saving the yen had 
been more stable than be would 
have thought. 

When G-7 finance ministers 
and central bank governors 
agreed earlier this year to meet in 
Paris they planned to put the 
emphasis on political and econo- 
mic reforms in East Europe. 


It was instead the upheaval on 
Japan’s financial markets that 
dominated the talks, with the yen 
languishing near a three-year low 
against the dollar and the Tokyo 
stock market down 28 per cent 
this year before a slight recovery 
Friday. 

Only the next days will show 
how much support Japanese Fi- 
nance Minister Ryutaro Hashi- 
moto has secured from his West- 
ern partners. In recent weeks 
foreign exchange intervention has 
been far from full-blooded,' 
undermining confidence in the 
yen. 

Economists say the communi- 
que language is not as strong as 
past G-7 statements and it re- 
mains to be seen if it will calm 
Tokyo’s feverish markets and 
prevent any renewed stock price 
falls from spilling over onto Wall 
Street and European bourses. 

Hie ministers agreed the yen's 
decline had “undesirable con- 
sequences” by aggravating trade 
imbalances but then went on to 
say they would “keep develop- 
ments under review, 1 ' suggesting 
the burden of action was on 
Tokyo to solve its own problems. 

The key phrase that is G-7 
speak for intervention, “coopera- 


tion in exchange markets,” was 
included. But their communique 
last September, when they were 
battling to prop np a weak West 
German mark, used stronger lan- 
guage. 

, Jim O’neill, economist at the 
Swiss Bank in London, said 
Saturday's communique was 
couched in vague terms bat 
added it still dearly pointed to 
central banks intervening Mon- 
day. \ 

“It seems the G-7 are ready to 
intervene and perhaps more 
aggressively than before,” he 
said. 

It is, however, a far cry from 
the heyday of monetary coopera- 
tion and the Plaza Accord of 1965 
when major industrial nations 
sealed a historic deal to push 
down the dollar. 

That cooperation was intensi- 
fied in February 1987 with the 
so-called “Louvre Accord” after 
a Paris meeting set secret target 
ranges to stabilise major world 
currencies. 

Bat since then, the seven have 
seen their co mm on interests di- 
verge as their economies develop 
at (Efferent paces and domestic 
issues take precedence over in- 
tentional coordination. 


Israel 
Discount 
Bank profit 
drops 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel Dis- 
count Bank, the country's third 
largest bank, said it had a net 
profit of $32.6 million in 1989, 
down 4.3 per cent from the pre- 
vious year. 

Discount Managing-Director 
Gideon Lahav told reporters the 
decline in profitability was caused 
by lower interest rates that cut 
the bank’s margins. 

The bulk of Discount’s profit 
was made by its U.S. subsidiary, 
Israel Discount Bank of New 
York, which reported a net profit 
of $20.2 million in 1989, up 17 per 
cent from 1988. 

Israel Discount Bank of New 
York is the largest Israeli-owned 
bank operating overseas. Based 
on its d e posi t s at the end of 1969, 
it was the 83rd largest bank in 
die United Stales. 

Barclays Discount Bank, an 
Israefi bank jointly held by Bri- 
taia’i Barclays Bank PLC and Dis- 
count, reposted a new profit of 
$83 million, down 40 per cent 
from its $13.9 million p ro fi t in 
1988. 

Discount’s consolidated pre- 
tax income from financial opera- 
tions, before provision for bad 
debts, was $448 million, a drop of 
83 per cent from 1988. It wrote 
off ^ million in bad debts, down 
11 per cent. 

Net return on shareholders' 
equity was 5.1 per cent in 1989, 
compared to 5.7 per cent in 1988. 

Assets totalled $15.4 billion at 
the end of 1989, a decrease of 2.7 
per cent from 1988. Shareholders’ 
equity was $659 million, com- 
pared to $637 million in 1988. 

Discount, along with other ma- 
jor Israeli banks, was national- 
ised after agreeing to equalise the 
voting tights of all its normal 
shares, which the government 
bought from the public following 
a 1963 bank shares crash. 

Government officials said last 
month they would sell the bank 
this year to the highest bidder. 
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Soviet Union lists first 
trade deficit in 14 years 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
economy, its productivity collaps- 
ing amid ethnic and political un- 
rest, chalked up a trade deficit of 
$5.4 billion in 1989 — the first in 
14 years. 

The grim figures, revealed Sun- 
day by the Communist Party 
weekly Ekonorttika I Zhizn (Eco- 
nomics and Life), follow reports 
that labour strikes and ethnic 
unrest have cut deeply into the 
country’s productive muscle. 

The conti n ued damage, ex acer- 
bating deep social tensions, has 
increased pres s ure for a radical 
transfonnatkm to a market-style 
economy. 

And it has added to the woes of 
file Kremlin, trying to contain 
separatism in the Baltic republics 
and growing restiveness along the 
country’s southern fl a n k. 

The figures published in Eko- 
nounka I Zhizn show a trade 
deficit of 33 biHioo roubles ($5.4 
bfflaon), fed by a sharp fall-off in 
energy exports and a jump in 
grain imports. 

Total imports for 1989 
amounted to 72.1 billion roubles 
($117 billion), while exports 
totalled 68.8 trillion roubles ($112 
bOHon). 

Oil exports were down 11.7 per 
cent from 144.2 million tonnes in 
1988 to 1273 million tonnes. 
Coal exports fell from 39.4 mil- 
lion tonnes to 37.5 million, a loss 
of 4.8 per cent. 

At the same time, grain im- 
ports swelled 5.7 per cent, from 
35 to 37 million tonnes. 



MBcfaafl Gorbachev 

Ekooomika I Zhizn said the 
overall 1989 trade shortfall was 
the first in 14 years. 

The report blamed the deficit 
on the collapse in world commod- 
ity prices, especially oil. 

“In the last four years the 
overall losses of the USSR from 
worsening trade conditions in 
comparison with 1985 totalled 
44.8 billion roubles ($73 bil- 
lion),*' it said. 

“In order to compensate for 
lower oil prices, the Soviet Union 
was selling more raw materials 
than it did before.” 

The government daily Izvestia, 
meanwhile, reported that wide- 
spread social and ethnic unrest 
bad continued to undermine the 
economy. 


Total productivity for the first 
quarter of 1990 was down 13 per 
cent compared with the same 
period last year — with the big- 
gest losses in the volatile southern 
republics of Azerbaijan, Armenia 
arid Tajikistan. 

Production phmged 25 per cent 
for the quarter in Azerbaijan and 
12 per cent in the rival southern 
republic of Armenia. Hundreds 
of people have been killed in 
dashes between the two ethnic 
groups, ami protest strikes and 
absenteeism in the region is ram- 
pant. 

In the central Asian republic of 
Tajikistan, paralysed by a week 
of riots in February that killed 18 
people, productivity feD 3.6 per 
cent, Izvestia said. 

- The picture of continued eco- 
nomic devastation comes as gov- 
ernment economists are racing to 
complete a far-reaching program- 
me for a transformation to a 
market-style economy. 

Last month, the Union of 
Cooperatives newspaper. Com- 
mersant, published a set of gov- 
ernment decrees that would lead 
to what it called a “planned mar- 
ket economy.” 

The package includes laws on 
price reform, foreign investment, 
decrees creating a bond market 
and new buying prices for agri- 
cultural products. 

A Radio Moscow publication 
said the full transition plan was to 
be submitted to the Council of 
Ministers by Tuesday. It will then 
be taken up by the Soviet Parlia- 
ment. 


Frankfurt seeks larger role 
as world financial centre 


FRANKFURT (R) — Frankfort 
is looking for a larger global role 
and West German bankers hope 
it will overtake London as 
Europe’s leading financial centre. 

“The whole area around 
Frankfurt has a stronger growth 
potential than London,” Citibank 
AG Management Board Chair- 
man Guenter Rexrodt told Reu- 
ters. “It does not mean that 
London is going to become insig- 
nificant. bat the potential is here 
and that is where the growth is 
going to come.” 

London’s reaction to Frank- 
furt’s challenge has been to call 
for renewed cooperation between 
all major European exchanges. 

Speaking in Frankfurt March 
28, London Stock Exchange 
Chairman Andrew Hugh Smith 
said the Loudon and Frankfurt 
markets should collaborate more 
closely. 

A spokeswoman for the Lon- 
don Stock Exchange said this 
cooperation would not take place 
at the expense of other bourses. 

“There are a number of diffe- 
rent options and we are not plan- 
ning to go it alone with Germany 
to the exclusion of other ex- 
changes,” she added. 

London towers above Frank- 
fort in terms of stock market 
capitalisation. Last December 
London’s capitalisation stood at 
£2.28 trillion ($3.74 trillion) while 
that of Frankfurt was a mere 564 
billion marks ($331 billion). 

But Frankfurt’s supporters say 
the city on the River Main has 
other facilities to offer. 

Frankfurt is home to West Ger- 
many’s powerful and indepen- 
dent central bank, the Bundes- 
bank. The glass towers of West 
Germany’s leading commercial 


banks dominate the city skyline. 

“Frankfnrt does not want to 
become the capital a new (united) 
Germany,” the influential news- 
paper Die Zeit wrote in an edito- 
rial recently. “It would prefer to 
become the capital of money and 
investment — for the whole of 
Europe.” 

Recent moves to enhance 
Frankfurt’s international role 
have included the creation of the 
New Deutsche Terminboerse 
(DTB) futures and options ex- 
change. 

Launched in January this year, 
DTB wants to daw back German 
business lost to London’s interna- 
tional financial futures exchange, 
although at present the fiedghng 
exchange only trades options m 
14 West German blue chip 


The city is also setting up a new 
electronic bank clearing system to 
replace the antiquated arrange- 
ment where couriers travel three 
times a day from one bank to 
another, handing over thousands 
of hand-written dealing slips. 

Gtibank’s Rexrodt said Bonn’s 
plans to abolish a controversial 
securities turnover tax from the 
start of next year would further 
help Frankfurt compete with 
London. 

The move would encourage 
trade in instruments such as Ger- 
man bonds to move to Frankfurt. 

In the longer term. West Ger- 
man bankers hope to entice the 
European Community's (EC) 
planned European central bank 
to Frankfurt. The city has already 
set aside a building plot to house 
a new European central bank 
building. 

Bundesbank President Karl 
Otto Poehl has said Frankfurt, as 


the largest financial centre on the 
European mainland, has good 
chances of becoming the head- 
quarters of a future European 
central bank. 

Economists said Frnakfint bad 
largely shaken off market fears it 
could lose out if Berlin became 
the capital of a United Germany. 

“Hie Bundesbank’s headquar- 
ters in Frankfort should not be 
changed for the foreseeable fu- 
ture, if only for practical 
reasons," according to Poehl. 

As if to give tbe central bank 
support. West Germany’s third 
largest commercial bank, Com- 
merzbank AG, says it plans to 
move its legal headquarters to 
Frankfurt from Duesseldorf. 

Tbe move would reflect the 
increased importance of Frank- 
furt as a financial centre, tbe 
bank said. “Frankfurt is West 
Germany’s international financial 
centre and it will stay that way,” 
said Commerzbank spokesman 
Peter Pietsch. 

Deutsche Bank, West Ger- 
many’s largest commercial bank, 
also has no plans to leave Frank- 
furt, although the bank’s atten- 
tion- is increasingly focusing on 
East Europe. “We see no reason 
to go to Berlin,’' Bank Chief 
Executive Hilmar Kopper said 
■recently. 

“Frankfort took a long time to 
get die infrastructure it now has, 
the banks cannot simply relo- 
cate,” Commerzbank Executive 
Vice President Lutz Raettig told 
a recent banking seminar. 

Frankfurt would remain an im- 
portant financial centre, although 
Berlin had a chance of becoming 
a major centre for trade and 
commerce between East and 
West Enrpe, Raettig said. 
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productive, while wmgbt folluw 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
Phil Moon day for taking a good 
look at oH of your companions and 
to see what they wouW like to have 
you do » that you have a greater 
understanding in tbe days ahead. 

ARIES: (March 21 tto April 19) 
Daring the day cry as wcB as you 

can to find out why business associ- 
ates expect of you and tonight get 
off to a surprising new activity. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Ddve into whatever public matter 
perplexes you and yon can get 
correct answer during daytime but 
tonight find ways to implement 
your premises made. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Perfect as much as possible what- 
ever your present activities are 
before tonight you get together 
with an unusual personality. 

MOW CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Yon have the chance now 
to make arrangements to engage in 
recreations and amusements that 
attract yon, a work matter requires 
much attention. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) What- 
ever you have in mind concerning 
making your home more of a 
haven of rest is good if you stick to 
fundamentals; tonight expect a sur- 
prise guest. 

VIRGO: (August 22 tto September 
22) You now should be able to 
contact those outside persons who 
can assist in making yotzr life more 


through on an inspiration, 
i jura: (September 23 to Dauber 
22) Take some time oof to gel iWft 
an aspects of your p resent 
arrangements and improve them, 
tonight avoid some sudden, un- 
usual expense* 

SCORPKh (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) A good day to »e» s 
campaign of action wherebv JOB 
wiU be able to more quicUy 
your personal longings, in evening 
accept a surprise favour. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Keeping youiwlf » 
the grindstone of duncito be 
perforated makes it pwasrtflc hw 
you to accomplish a gsrcai 
today, tonight interesting task 
arises. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You have a supporter 
who wffl be ai your hack an d oft ia 
some personal desire y ou wis h to 
gain and later be with a friend who 
fascinates you. 

AQUARIU& (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Your woffcfiy artivilies 
should have priority during I he 
daytime so concentrate on. get 
them working wB; evening to do 
something of a civic nature 
PISCES: February 20 to March 20) 
You have some advanced course of 
action you want to pul in motion so 
get all factors involved today, 
t oni g h t you see ways to make it 
work web. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Anthracite 
5 Speaker 
9 Use a dirk 

13 Rtm 

14 Don't exist 

15 Among for 
sbort 

18 Paddock wgri? 

19 Defamed 

20 Takes care of 

21 — Alamos 

22 Whirl 

23 West Pointer 

26 Different 

27 Kind o! steer 

30 Cambodian 

31 Make 
sweaters 

32 Top-noren 

33 Grammarian's 
admonition 7 

36 Formerly once 

37 Ft 

psychologist 

38 Immigrants' 
Island 

39 Koch & 
Sullivan 

40 £ntr'— 

41 Genuflect 

42 Rare - 

43 However for 
short 

44 Gazed 

47 Large vans 
52 Statement of 
vindication 

54 Crude metals 

55 Catches 

56 Molding 

57 Study hard 

58 A Louise 

59 Gorbachev 
turndown 

DOWN 

1 Coin 

2 Fragrance 

3 Turk. Kite 

4 TV’s Gavin 
Mac — 

5 Hears a case 

6 Tear violently 

7 Verb suffix 

8 Waits 
naulJ early 



? rflW TnOU»H» Stn-TOT, 
All tofjbu R«mM 


l.**C 


9 Tate 

10 so 

11 Br. composer 

12 Begins to 
develop 

14 Tie 

17 Kings 

18 Uncivil 

22 “Fur 
(song) 

23 Musical 
com Do? 

24 Awry 

25 Adroit 

26 Provide with a 
quality 

27 Syntheflc gem 
material 

28 To that point 

29 Chow 

30 Patella's 
place 

31 ''— Landing" 

32 Proficient 

34 Mishap 

35 Fr. artist 

40 State 


Yesterday a Puzzle Solved: 


nnnn rjnran;i nm 
nnnn nnnnn n^nn 

nnnnnnn nnmtrmn 
nnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnn nnnri 
nnn nnn nnnnnn 

nmnnnn nnn nnn 
nnnnn nna nnnnn 
nnnnni nnn 
nnnnnnn ranromri 

nfJBfi nnnnn nnnn 
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Tatar rulers 
Rebelled 
Song refrain 
Parvenu 
Bull: Sp. 
Prayer word 
Slim 


48 Columbia 
player 

49 Like omaleis 

50 Korean VIP of 
yore 

51 Let stand 
53 Mar — 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“If we grow enough green fuzz in 
the refrigerator, we can replace 
the living room carpet for free!" 



U ns c ra mble these four Jumblas. 
one totter i o each square, to form 
four oidnaiy words. 


THAT SC R A MBL ED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


PRAVO 


m 




NOJEY 


rrr 

' ’ ^ 


A 

DJEGG 



_XI_ 




HOIBSY 


:~t n~ 



Answer here: u 


Saturday's 


Ill, 

A 

AY WHEK * 
YOUR FRIENDLY 
SKELETON LEAVES 
ON VACATION. 

E? 2^2°® ***** »««** to 

TOW the supriae answer, as sug- 

0 «ted by the above canooik* 

nn mTrrr 

(Answers tomorrow} 
dimity outbid 


Jumbtae HONOR FLOOR 
Answer. .This might be more . 
given ft later in We- 


lt we were 











Sports 


Mr. Frisk wins Grand National 


LIVERPOOL, England (R) — 
Bold jumping Mr. Frisk, ridden 
by amateur jockey Marcus 
Armytage, won the Grand 
National Steeplechase at Ain tree 
Saturday in record-breaking rim* 
after a dramatic battle with the 
weQ fancied Durham Edition. 

Mr. Frisk covered the four and 
a half miles (7.2 kilometres) in 
eight minutes 47.8 seconds, 
slashing 14.1 seconds off the 1973 
record of Red Rum. 

Mr. Frisk bad been in the fust 
two for much of the race, duelling 
for the lead with the Maryland 
Hunt cup winner Unde Merlin, 
ridden by Welshman Hywel 
Davies. 

The pair came to Bccher’s 
Brook on the second circuit 10 
lengths clear of the held, but 
Unde Merlin, like the w inne r 
American owned. Unseated 
Davies, leaving Mr. Frisk and 
Armytage in co mman d. 

Durham Edition, second in the 
1988 Grand National, gave chase 
and approaching the last joined 
Mr Frisk in the lead. 

On the long ran in it looked as 


if the greater experience of jock- 
ey Chris Grant might tell but Mr. 
Frisk, responding brilliantly to Ms 
jockey, hung on to win- by three 
quarters of a length in one of the 
most exciting finishes for years. 

Mr. Frisk, who revelled in the 
firm going, started at 16-1. 
Durham Edition, also racing on 
his favourite surface, was a 9-1 
chance. The pair finish^ 20 
lengths dear of Rinus, ridden by 
Neale Doughty, who won the 
National in 1984 on Hello Dandy. 

The fourth horse home in the 
38 -stron g field was the 7-1 
favourite Brown Windsor, the 
mount of John White. Irish raider 
last of the brownies, the mount of 
Charlie Swan, finished fifth 
ahead of English-trained Bigsun, 
partnered by Richard Dun- 
woody. 

The big field got of to a level 
start with outsider Star’s Delight 
showing the way to Unde Merlin, 
Gee- A, Mr. Frisk,- Potyfemns and 
Charter Hardware. 

Approaching Becber’s Brook 
for the first time. Unde Merlin 


was already in command, leading 
from Potyfemns, Mr. Frisk, Puk- 
ka Major and Brown Windsor. 

Going into the straight for the 
first time the order was little 
changed. As they went out on to 
the second circuit Unde Merlin 
and Mr. Frisk led from Potyfemns 
and Brown Windsor and as they 
approached Becher’s for the 
second time die pair had buQt a 
healthy lead. 

With the departure of Unde 
Merim, Mr. Frisk went 12 lengths 
dear but Rinus set off in pursuit 
followed by Durham Edition, 
who had been making steady 
ground since the start of the 
second circuit. 

As they turned into the straight 
for the final time, Mr. Frisk still 
had a five lengths advantage bat 
Durham Edition has dosing all 
the time as Rinas dropped away. 

Over the last there was nothing 
in it and the 70,000-strong crowd 
roared as the pair battled for the 
£70,870 ($116,000) first prize. 

Armytage was not to be de- 


nied, riding with all the dash of a 
professional. 

His victory was a tonic for 
Sister Gee, who was to have 
ridden in the National bat had a 
bad fell at a minor meeting Mon- 
day. 

Armytage, 25, who works as 
the newmarket correspondent for 
a racing newspaper, returned to 
the press room to watch the 
replay with his colleagues and 
said: “It's a dream. I didn’t know 
that Durham Edition was quite 
that dose to me but be was never 
going to beat us. We’ve just been 
praying all week that the weather 
would be kind to us and it was. - 
He loves the firm ground.” 

Winning trainer Kim Bailey 
said: “Marcus gets on very well 
with the horse and he jumps well 
for him. My wife rides Mr. Frisk 
out every single day and the 
credit is doe to her.” 

Davies, who won the National 
in 1985, said of the record- 
breaking time: “We weren't - 
going that fast. 1 didn't plan to be 
out in front, it just happened.” 


Palace beats Liverpool 


LONDON (R) — Underdogs 
Crystal Palace clinched a palace 
in the English F.A. Cup final with 
a stunning 4-3 win over holders 
Liverpool in a roller-coaster of a 
semifinal at Villa Park Sunday. ■ 

Palace, thrashed 9-0 by Liver- 
pool in die League earlier this 
season, twice came back from a 
goal behind to draw 3-3 at fell- 
time and then secured their first 
F.A. Cup final appearance in die 
second period of extra time. 

Alan Pardew, a bargain buy 
from minor league side Yeovil, 
beaded the winner after Andy 
Thom had flicked on a corner 
from Andy Gray in die 109th 
minute, Palace’s third goal from a 
set-piece move. 

Welsh international striker Ian 
Rush put Liverpool, the English 
League leaders, 1-0 up in the 14th 
minute with his 23rd goal of the 
season before limping off injured. 

But Palace, dangerously dose 
to the relegation zone in the First 
Divirion, forced their way back 
into the tie with a goal by winger 
Mark Bright in die opening mi- 
nute of the second half. ~ 

Gary O’Reilly put Palace 2-1 
ahead after 70 minutes but two 
goals in two minutes for the cup 
holders appeared to have swung 
the game out of Palace’s reach. 


First, Steve McMahon thun- 
dered home an equaliser in the 
81st and then Liverpool won a 
penalty when John Pemberton 
tripped Steve Staunton. 

England striker John Barnes 
calmly put the fodders 3-2 ahead 
from the spot. 

But Palare refused to give up 
and equalised three minutes be- 
fore time with a Gray header 
after a goalmouth scramble. They 
almost stole the match in the 
dying seconds of normal rime 
when Thorn thumped a header 
against the bar. 

Pardew’s winning goal in extra 
rime completed one of the biggest 
shocks in recent F.A. Cup his- 
tory. 

Manchester United were play- 
ing Second Division Oldham in 
the other semifinal later Sunday. 

Goalkeeper Neville Southall 
celebrated the 450th match of Ms 
career Saturday with a last- 
minute penalty save which helped 
hoist Everton to third place in the 
English soccer First Division. 

The Welsh international keep- 
er saved from Simon Barker to 
ensure Everton beat Queen’s 
Park Rangers 1-0 on a day of only 
six First Division matches when 
top two teams Liverpool and 
Aston Villa were out of the ao- 
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WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
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Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* A 6 

-7 A J 10 9 5 
:• KQJ8 

* Q7 

WEST EAST 

♦ J 10 9 7 4 #8 

7862 T Q 7 3 

:■ s 2 s' A 43 

+ K83 * 10 9 6 5 4 2 

SOUTH 

* K Q 5 3 2 
T K 4 

: 10 9 7 6 

* A J 


SHIELD THE WEAKNESS 

tract of four no trump, but it might 


The bidding: 
South West 

North 

East 

1 * 

Pass 

2 T 

Pass 

2 NT 

Pass 

3 :• 

Pass 

3 NT 

Pass 

4 NT 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 




Opening lead: Jack of * 

How do you know whether you 
can afford to take a safety play? 
Count your tricks, and you'll soon 
discover the answer to that ques- 
tion. Willingness to surrender a 
trick here will insure your contract. 

We are indebted to ihe Midwest 
Monitor for (his hand. No bidding 
was given to show how North- 
South reached the inelegant con- 


have gone as in the diagram. Note 
that six diamonds is frigid with any 
lead other than a club and would be 

completely safe bad South declared. 

Against four no trump West led 
the jack of spades. Since that sug- 
gested spades were unlikely to 
break, declarer could count only six 
fast tricks. Three more could be es- 
tablished in diamonds by forcing 
out the ace, and at least one more 
could be developed in hearts. 

Both red suits must be attacked, 
but which suit should be played 
first? The soft underbelly of the 
hand is the club suit — declarer can- 
not afford to have a dub led 
through his ten ace too early. Since 
he has at least a trick to spare, that 
dictates how the hand should be 
played. East must be kept off lead. 

Therefore, declarer should win 
the first trick in dummy and run the 
jack of hearts. If it wins, he can 
force out the ace of diamonds and 
has 10 tricks guaranteed. If it loses, 
West cannot attack clubs profit- 
ably. Declarer can win any return, 
force out the ace of diamonds and 
II tricks are a certainty. (As the 
cards lie. South will actually take 12 
tricks since hearts break evenly.) 


Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 


FATAL ATTRACTION 


tion. 

League cup finalists Notting- 
ham Forest slumped to their sixth 
defeat in seven games by losing 
3-1 at home to Tottenham Hots- 
pur. 

It was Forest's worst League 
run since (he colourful Brian 
Qough took over as manage r of 
the dub 15 years ago. 

Aston VQla had their key game 
against champions Arsenal 
moved to midweek to satisfy the 
demands of live televirion. 

Everton overtook Arsenal, 
who have two games in hand, 
thanks to a 71st-mmute penalty 
from Tony Cottee in their home 
game against Queen’s Park Ran- 
gers (QPR) which kicked off ear- 
ly to prevent a dash with the 
Grand National horse race at 
nearby Ain tree. 

Everton’s goal, transfer-listed 
Cottee’s 11th in his last 12 match- 
es and the 150th of his career, 
came after defender Brian Law 
was ruled to have handled the 
ball in the QPR area. 

But the real hero of the match 
was captain .Southall, who saved 
the penalty from Barker after 
20-year-old Mark Wright marred 
his Everton debut by felling 
QFR’s Danny Maddix. 

Law, who was booked for con- 
testing the first penalty derision, 
later left the pitch and needed 
three stitches following a dash of 
heads with Everton’s Ray 
Atteveld. 

Hie win leaves Everton, who. 
have played 33 matches, five 
points behind Villa on 32 matches 
and eight behind city rivals and 
F-A. Cup holders Liverpool, who 
have played only 31. 

Forest, thrashed 4-0 by Ever- 
ton in a midweek match and then 
pubfidy berated by Clough who 
questioned the manhood of his 
players, were 2-0 down at half- 
time after Paul Steward and Paul 
Allen had scored in the eighth 
and 44th minutes. 


Marseille 
closes gap 

with rival 

Bordeaux 

PARIS (R) — Ace marksman 
Jean-Pi ene Papin struck again to 
help Marseille to a 2-2 draw in 
Cannes and dose the gap with 
defeated leaders Bordeaux to one 
point in the French soccer first 
division Saturday. 

Papin, who scored in Marseil- 
le’s 2-1 semifinal first leg defeat 
of Portugal’s Benfica, scored with 
a header in the third minute to 
take his tally as leading first 
division sharpshooter to 28. 

Bordeaux suffered their first 
home defeat of the season when 
they were beaten 1-0 by Auxeire, 
whose goal came in the 28th 
minute from Poland’s Waldemar 
Matysik. 

Bordeaux, league leaders since 
last October, faltered at an inau- 
spicious time, a week before they 
travel to Marseille for a crucial 
clash for the outcome of the tide 
race. 

Bordeaux dominated the 
second half and created countless 
chances, including a shot by Jean- 
Marc Ferreri which hit the post in 
the 48th minute. Bnt they 
appeared unusually weary against 
in-form Auxeire. 

Marseille, who have one game 
in hand, were in similar mood but 
managed to salvage a point along 

the Mediterranean coast at Can- 
nes. 

Marseille defender Alain 
Roche, once of Bordeaux, en- 
abled lowly Cannes to equalise 
with an own goaL 

Marseille reclaimed the lead 
through Philippe Vercraysse in 
the 71st minute but Alain Ravera 
levelled for Cannes seven nri- 
ffutes later to prevent Marseille 
from taking both points and mov- 
ing to the top of the table. 


OPENING OF A DENTAL CLINIC 
Sbr. JliUan* U OLaid 

Announces the opening of her dental surgery clinic ' 

At Jabal Hussein opposite A! Amal Hospital near the Ministrv of 
Interior Circle. 

Tel : 698011 

Dr. Ibtisam welcomes her patients dally 



FOR SALE 

Mercedes 1988 

300 E — new — 
not paid. 

airconditioned — automatic — customs 


Price JD 27000 


Tel: 688722 


REQUIRED 

English native teachers of English. 
Graduates with TEFL or TESL qualification. 

Phone between 4-7 p.m. 680726 
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Floyd takes 
towards history in 




AUGUSTA, Georgia (R) — 
Raymond Floyd, drawing “lightn- 
ing out of a jug,” lengthened his 
lead In the 1990 Masters tourna- 
ment Saturday and was poised to 
supplant Jack Nicklans as the 
oldest winner of the cherished 
championship. 

The 47-year-old Floyd, already 
in the record books as the oldest 
player to win the U.S. Open, 
took. an “enjoyable walk" around 
the manicured grounds of the 
Augusta National Golf Club and 
came away with a four-under-par 
68 and a two-stroke lead going 
foot the final round of the 54th 
Masters. 

“I enjoyed my walk today. It is 
really enjoyable for me to be 
competitive' again,” said the 1976 
Masters champion, whose Last 
victory came at the .1986 U.S. 
Open, which he won at the un- 
precedented age of 43: 

“It was fun, especially the way 
I did it,” said Floyd, who was two 
shots ahead of Masters rookie 
John Huston and three better 
than defending champion Nick 
Faldo of Britain. 

Nicklans, who became the old- 
est Masters champion in 1986 
when at age 46 he added a sixth 
green jacket to his record collec- 
tion of five, was five shots behind 
Floyd after a round of 69 which 
belied Ms 50 years. 

“I’ve drawn lightning out of a 


jug,” Floyd said of Ms 68, which 
featured a near-record 31 on Au- 
gusta's treacherous back nine, 
where many a Masters has been 
won or lost 

Floyd birdied five of his final 
nine holes, but only his three on 
the par-four 10th bole was what 
he called “your pa tented-type 
birdie.” 

He sank a 25-foot putt from off 
the green on the par-three 12th, 
chipped in from 25 feet on the 
14th, recovered from a poor drive 
on 15 with a 15-foot birdie and 
roiled in a 35-fooier on the 170- 
yard 16th, where he “thought 
three would be a marvelous 
score.” 

‘Tm having such a ball,” said 
Floyd, whose game deteriorated 
over the past two years while be 
was serving as the captain of the 
U.S. Ryder Cup team. 

“I’m in a relaxed state,” said 
Floyd, who is known for his 
intensity. “I’ve hit some bad 
shots, but they haven't bothered 
me.” 

Huston, 28, who earned his 
first trip to the Masters with a 
victory in Florida just last month, 
ran off four consecutive birdies in 
the middle of his round to chal- 
lenge Floyd. 

L played well today. I never 
had to straggle," he said after 
matching Floyd's 68 on a cool, 
sunny day when Augusta's in- 


famous winds did not blow too 
hard. 

Defending champion Faldo, 
waiting until the third round to 
make bis move, fired a six-under- 
par 66 — the best round of the 
day — to move within three 
strokes of Floyd. 

“The idea of today was to get 
back into the ball game," said 
Faldo, who did just that after he 
opened with 71 and 72. 

‘Tm in good shape, just where 
I wanted to be," added the 1987 
British Open champion, whose 66 
was just one stroke off his person- 
al best here — a 65 in the final 
round last year, when he won in a 
playoff. 

Nicklaus, whose three-under 
69 was his best round in the 
Masters since his historic 1986 
victory, said he liked his fourth 
place spot goint into the final 
round. 

‘Tm really quite pleased with 
my position,” Nicklaus said. “I 
only have three guys in front of 
me. If I start making some bir- 
dies. who knows.” 

Scott Hocb, who lost last year's 
playoff to Faldo when he missed a 
two-foot putt on the first extra 
hole, slipped to a one-over 73 and 
dropped six shots behind. 

Hocb, who started the day just 
one stroke behind Floyd, was tied 
with Bernhard Lange r o f West 
Germany, who won here n 1985 


and has been in contention going 
into the final round every year 
since . Langer put himself in that 
position again with a 69. 

Jose-Maria Olazabal of Spain, 
an important member of 
Europe's fast two victorious Ryd- 
er Cup teams, and Scon Simpson, 
the 1987 U-S. Open champion, 
both shot 68 and were tied at 213 
along with Bill Britton, who 
carded a 71. 

Curtis Strange, the first back- 
to-back winner of the U.S. Open 
since Ben Hogan, made a move 
toward the lead with a three- 
under front nine, but he stumbled 
coming in and wound up at 214, 
tied with Tom Kite. 

Kite, the career leading money 
winner on the U.S. PGA tour 
who has yet to win a major 
championship, posted the first 66 
of the day to keep his hopes alive 
in the year's first major. 

South African Gary Player, 
apparently inspired by the play of 
old-timers like Nicklaus and 
Floyd, shot an impressive 68 to 
lead a large group at 215. 

The three-time Masters cham- 
pion was joined by two-time win- 
ners Tom Watson, who shot 67, 
and Seve Ballesteros of Spain, 
who carded 68. 

Also at 215 were Americans 
Lanny Wadkins and Fred Cou- 
ples and European Ryder cupper 
Ronan Rafferty.. 


Bayern Munich retains lead 


BONN (R) — Bayern Munich 
edged closer to the West German 
soccer championship Saturday by 
retaining their three-point lead at 
the top despite dropping a point 
in a 2-2 draw at Bayer Uerdingen. 

An 87th minute equaliser by 
defender Wolfgang Funkel pre- 
vented Bayern claiming a victory 
their form merited. 

With second-placed Bayer 
Leverkusen only managing a 
goalless draw at VFB Stuttgart, 
the European Cop semifinalists 
look a safe bet to retain their 
Bundesliga title. Six matches re- 


main. 

Bayern showed no sign of 
tiredness after their 1-0 defeat at 
A.C. Milan in the opening leg of 
the European Cup semifinals 
Wednesday. 

Scottish striker Alan Mclnally 
put them ahead in the 34th mi- 
nute before Siggi Reich equalised 
three minutes into the second 
half. Hans Dorfner’s 65th minute 
effort looked to have sealed the 
issue before Funkel's late strike. 
. The most significant perform- 
ance of the day came from 
Bayern’s West German interna- 


tional Olaf Tbon, who has just 
returned to action after being 
sidelined for almost six months 
through injury. 

With the start of the World 
Cup finals just two months away, 
the diminutive Thon's impressive 
display in midfield against Uerd- 
ingen is sure to warm the heart of 
national coach Franz Becken- 
.bauer. 

“Olaf Thon had a great match 
when you think that he has been 
out of action for almost half a 
year," Bayern coach Jupp Heync- 
kes said afterwards. “But we still 


gave a point away.” 

Leverkusen's coach Juergen 
Gelsdorf said he was satisfied 
with the point against last year's 
UEFA Cup finalists VFB. Bat he 
knows his side must pick up every 
point they can to stay in touch 
with Bayern, who have not lost 
since Nov. 25. 

Third-placed Cologne, beaten 
3-2 at Juventus in their UEFA 
Cup semifinal first leg last week, 
narrowed the gap on Leverkusen 
to one point with a 3-0 home win 
over Borussia Moenchenglad- 
bach. . 


Gilbert, Van Rensburg 
advance to Orlando final 


ORLANDO, Florida (R) — Top- 
seed Brad Gilbert turned in a 
nearly flawless performance 
Saturday and will take on third- 
seeded South African Christo 
Van Rensburg in the final of the 
$250,000 Orlando Tennis Classic. 

Gilbert, ranked fifth in the 
world, gave fellow American 
qualifier Malivai Washington a 
tennis lesson in Ms 6-2, 7-5 vic- 
tory and wfl] go for his 19th 
career title against the South 
African, who eliminated un- 
seeded American David Pate 6-7, 
6-3, 7-5. 

Gilbert's consistency through- 
out the one hour 38 minute match 
forced the 20-year-old Washing- 
ton to take too many chances 
winch resulted in 44 unforced 
errors to just nine for the top 


“I felt if I got ahead and moved 
in front, it would be an uphill 


climb for him,” Gilbert said. 
“When we were both on the 
baseline, I was better than Mm 
and felt be couldn’t really hurt 
me." 

The 152nd-ranked Washington 
settled dowp and played tougher 
in the second set, staying even 
through 5-5. 

Gilbert, however, captured 
Washington’s next serve on his 
fifth break point of the game and 
served out the match. 

The 3 1st- ranked Van Rens- 
burg, who won this tournament in 
1987, struggled for almost the 
entire two hours 30 minute battle 
of serve-and-volleyers. 


Navratilova, Capriati 
play final round today 


HILTON HEAD ISLAND, 
South Carolina (R) — American 
teen sensation Jennifer Capriati 
continued to live up to her adv- 
ance billing Saturday by reaching 
her second final in just her third 
tournament since turning profes- 
sional last month. 

The unseeded 14-year-old 
overwhelmed sixth seed Natalia 
Zvereva of the Soviet Union 6-0, 
6-4 in 57 minutes to earn a crack 
at world number two Martina 
Navratilova, who is 19 years older 
than Capriati, in the final of this 
$500,000 day court tournament. 

Top seed Navratilova, a three- 


time champion here, eliminated 
unseeded Regina Rajchrtova of 
Czechoslovakia 6-4, 6-3 without 
losing a single service game. 

“I always dreamed I would get 
to the finals of a pro tournament 
playing Martina. Tm really hap- 
py. She's a legend," said Cap- 
riati, who lost in her first final 
appearance to third-ranked Gab- 
riela Sabatini last month. 

Capriati, who has been pegged 
as a baseliner, raced through the 
first set against the 14th-ranked 
Zvereva in just 17 minutes by 
rushing net at every opportunity 
and repeatedly scoring with vol- 
ley winners. 
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APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and manly other loca- 
tions. 

For more Information 
please call 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY 
Weal Repl Estate 
810609, 810605 


FINANCE MANAGER REQUIRED 

Our dienl 15 the local operation of an International company selling and servicing a prestigious 
product line. 

The position of Finance Manager is Dubai based, has been newly created and will report to 
the General Manager. 

The successful applicant will be professionally qualified <AGA, ACCA. CPA. iGMAi and have a wide 
range of commercial experience. He will also be tuUy experienced in the local trading environment, 
computerised accounting syslems, able to lake full responsibility for all aspects of the accounts 
department, including forecasting, financial planning and reporting Arabic speaking applicants 
preferred. 

Interested applicants should mail a handwntlen C.V . together with remuneranon expectations io - 

Defortte Haskins & Sells, 

Ref. ACE/FN.X 
P.O. Box 11339, 

Dubai, 

United Arab Emirates. 


WANTED 

For Cyprus and Jordan two house maids. 

Call 647021 


TO LET 

Furnished flat in Sweifieh consisting of (2) bedrooms (1) 
sitting room (1) kitchen (2) bathrooms, central heating. 
Fifth floor with elevator and intercom. If interested please 
call: 

Al Sukkar Office Tel; 849903. 


Perform itncrt: 3:30, 830, 10:30 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


STAVENGER 


Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144' 


Cinema 


NUDUM 


Tel: 675571 


P crio nnw cac 330. 8:30. 1030 


BUD SPENCER-IN 

BUDDY GOES WEST 


Ferfon&anoes: 330. 830, 1030 


Farid Shawql, Suhair 
Ramzl, Farouq Al Ffshawi 
I ft 

THE SERVANT 

(Arabic) 

Pe t ftHHi anees: 330, 830, 1030 
|Friifey Sc, Sunday extra show at 114)0 a. in. 





“ plaza 

Tel: 699238 


E uni t ^-nrnfm 

Eddie Murphy — in 
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Performances: 330, 830, 1030 
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Tourists flee Kathmandu 


Nepal opposition rejects 
talks with government 


KATHMANDU (R) — Tourists trapped by a curfew 
after violent pro-democracy protests in Rathmandn 
were being evacuated from Nepal Sunday while 
opposition leaders rejected talks with the govern- 
ment and vowed to fight on. 


Diplomats and tourists con- 
tacted by telephone in Kathman- 
du said the government was 
arranging special Bights Sunday 
to take foreign tourists oat of the 
capital, where at least SO people 
were killed in a demonstration 
near the royal palace. 

The streets of Kathmandn, 
normally a chaotic mix of people, 
pedicabs, cars and cattle, were 
eerily deserted. 

A Western diplomat said he 
saw about 250 foreigners at the 
airport trying to get on flights, 
but people were not panicking. 

“Everyone’s just sort of re- 
lieved to be alive," he said over 

the telephone. “Everyone’s 

gratified that things have stabil- 
ised.” 

A Briton, contacted by tele- 
phone, said tourists in his hotel 
were told to pack their bags and 
get ready to leave. 

Authorities Sunday extended a 
22-hour curfew for Kathmandu to 


the neighbouring ninth-century 
town of Bhaktapur. 

Unconfirmed reports said the 
army opened fire on crowds in 
the Kathmandu Valley city of 
Fatan, which has seen some of 
die most militant demonstrations 
in the democracy campaign. 

Leaders of the Movement for 
the Restoration of Democracy 
(MRD), which has led a two- 
month campaign for multi-party 
democracy, rejected overtures 
from the new government 
appointed by King Birendra 
Friday. 


Opposition leaders said they 
wanted face-to-face talks with the 
king, regarded by many Nepaiis 
as an incarnation of foe Hindu 
god Vishnu. 

Sources in the outlawed Nepali 
Congress Party said supreme 
leader Ganesh Man Singh rebuf- 
fed new Prime Minister Lokendra 
Bahadur Chand, who caxbe to his 


hospital bed to open a dialogue. 

The 75-year-old Man Singh, 
would not agree to talks unless 
Sag Birendra first agreed to a 
co n stituti onal monarchy and a 
multi-party political system. 

The United Left Front, a 
grouping of Communist parties 
which has made a pragmatic 
alliance with the NepaE Congress 
for foe democracy campaign, said 
it would refuse to negotiate at all 
with foe government. 

“Dialogue with the king and 
the long alone would be passible 
when foe king listens to foe peo- 
ple and declares a multi-party 
system," a United Left Front 
spokesman said. 

Prakash Chandra Lohani, a 
go v er n m ent minister until he was 
sacked last week for opposing the 
crackdown, also urged forking to 
allow multi-party politics. 


“We are facing a serious poli- 
tical crisis and the government is 
not in control of foe situation," 
Lohani said in a statement. 

Diplomats in Nepal, reached 
by telephone from New Delhi, 
said the protests were so wide- 
spread foe long would eventually 
have to bow to the demands. 


Aquino orders inquiry into 
escape of faded coup leader 


MANILA (Agencies) — Black- 
hooded rebel soldiers shot their 
way into a Manila prison before 
dawn Sunday and whisked away 
the leader of a failed army coup 
as his guards drank to celebrate a 
warden’s birthday. 

An angry President Corazou 
Aquino ordered an investigation. 
“The president is mad because 
there was no reason for foe 
guards in foe city jail to be 
drinking at that time," said 
spokeswoman Lourdes Sytangco. 

About 20 armed men freed 
retired Iientenaiit-Colonel Billy 
Bibit while guards drank beer 
which Bibit helped to buy, inves- 
tigators said. One guard told 
them," “we were just having a 
little drink, sir.” 

Four prisoners charged with 
non-political crimes escaped with 
Bibit and two people were slight- 
ly injured in the shootout. 

The military sacked the jail 
warden, placed his deputy and 


die other guards under investiga- 
tion and launched a manhunt for 
Bibit, one of 20 people charged 
with rebellion in a mutiny last 
December, the sixth army coup 
attempt a gain** Aquino. 

Armed Forces Chief General 
Renato de Villa ordered tighter 
security in military stockades to 
prevent foe escape of other jailed 
rebel soldiers, a military spokes- 
man said. 

Bibit, who was capt ur ed at his 
Manila hideout last January, is 
the second alleged coop officer to 
escape in six weeks. Ffalf a dozen 
Other rebel sokfiers have escaped 
from detention over the past two 
years, sparking widespread media 
criticism of the military for 
alleged inefficiency. 

The presidential palace said 
Aquino, herself accused of weak 
leadership, would take “forceful 
action” to deal with foe latest 
incident but did not elaborate. 

The raiders whisked away Bibit 


in a stolen truck after st o rm i ng 
the prison compound info gnns 
b laring in foe raid. 

“One of the Rambos (rebel 
soldiers) the prison cell 

padlock with an iron bar and 
shouted “go, go, go”. The col- 
onel was already dressed op and 
they took him away,” a prisoner 
said. 

The escape occ urr ed a day af- 
ter the military declared a nation- 
wide red alert for the Easter 
holidays amid rumours rebel ad* 
chers might attack army stockades 
to free jailed comrades or launch 
a new coup. 

Elsewhere, police Sunday cap- 
tured Air Force Captain Christ- 
opher Mecias, the pikx of fugitive 
coup leader Gregorio Honasan. 

Mecias flew Honasan out of the 
rebel-held military headquarters 
in Mmih during an August 1987 
coupd attempt as government 
troops crushed the one-day re- 
volt. 


Georgians mark Soviet army killings 


TBILISI, Soviet Union (R) — 
Thousands of Georgians piled 
Bowers outside a government 
building in Tbilisi Sunday in 
memory of 20 people who died 
when foe Soviet Army attacked a 
peaceful independence rally a 
year ago. 

The pile of pink and red carna- 
tions grew steadily as friends and 
relatives began a series of dedica- 
tions to those killed on foe plaza 
outside the building in foe re- 
public’s capital by sokfiers wield- 
ing sharpened shovels and using 
poison gas. 

The attack crystallised opposi- 
tion to Moscow's continued role 
over the southern republic, and 
foe dead are now honoured as 


martyrs on the road to Georgian 
independence. 

The aftermath swept the Geor- 
gian Communist leader from - 
office and recriminations over foe 
attack continue in the ruling 
politburo in Moscow. 

“It is impossible, psychologi- 
cally. to forget,” Nodar Notarize 
said. 

An all-night vigO was planned 
for midnight Sunday, and a pro- 
test march through the city centre 
has been set for Monday. Orga- 
nisers expect as many as 500,000 
people, half the city's population, 
to take part. 

Students at Tbilisi School 
Number 51, where two of the 
dead were enrolled, remembered 


their fallen classmates with a 
poetry reading. 

Friends and relatives gathered 
at a theatre to hear youngsters 
relieve the honor. 

“In the morning I came to 
Rnstavelfi Boulevard and I saw 
the killings. In the future there 
will never be such a day,” one 
seven-year-old said. 

There have been no reports of 
violence and troops are keeping a 
low profile in Tbilisi. 

But local journalists said they 
saw tanks and militiame n gather- 
ing some 12 kilometres outride 
the dty centre. Rumours sweep- 
ing Ttafisa said army helicopters 
would fly overhead during the 
vigil. 


Tamil 
Tigers 
will not 
surrender 
weapons 


COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) — 
The Tamil Tiger, guerrillas will 
not surrender their weapons even 
if peace talks info the govern- 
ment succeed, the Tigers’ top 
military leader was quoted Sun- 
day assaying. 

“We will never trust foe Sri 
Lankan army to protect our peo- 
ple,” Velupillal Prabhakaran 
said, according to the Sunday 
Times, a Colombo newspaper 
that circulates throughout the na- 
tion. 


The 35-year-old guerrilla com- 
mander emerged from Vh years 
of hiding last week after Indian 
troops left the island, ending a 
peacekeeping mission that failed 
to disarm the Tigers and. turned 
into an extended guerrilla war. 

Prabhakaran and the Libera- 
ti on T igers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) have been fighting since 
1983, fust against the Sri Tankan 
army and then against the Indian 
soldiers. 

“The LTTE’s military structure 
will never be dissolved,” the 
Times quoted Prabhakaran as 
saying. “We tr u sted the Sri Lank- 
an and Indian anniei and 25,000 
people died.” 

According to the best available 
reckoning, mri a di ng go v ern m e n t 
figures, at least 11,000 people 
were killed m the guerrilla war 
and m a ssa c r es d uri ng the quest 
for an independent Tamil home- 
land in northeastern Sri Tanka. 


Deputy Defence Minister Ran- 
jan Wijeratne told reporters 
Thursday the last major 'obstacle 
in bringing peace to the northeast 
was to persuade the TigeTs to give 
up their arms. 

As an alternative to a surren- 
der of weapons, the g ov e rnm ent 
has suggested the Tigers could be 
absorbed into foe army and 
police force. 

But the Sunday Times quoted 
Prabhakaran as saying the Tigers 
would never give up their 
weapons or their quest for a 
separate homeland for their 
ethnic minority. 


E. German parties agree on share 
of ministries in ‘grand coalition’ 


EAST BERLIN (R) — After 
weeks of doubt, die shape of East 
Germany’s first non-Comnnurist 
government has begun to crystal- 
lise with party agreemen t on a 
shareout of ministries in a “grand 
coalition.” 

Leaders of the two major par- 
ties, foe Christian Democrats 
(CDU) and Soda! Democrats 
(SPD), said after six boors of 
coalitiou talks Saturday night 
they were confident a cabinet 
could be presented to parliament 
for approval before Easter. 

Two previous coalition meet- 
ings were marked by rough con- 
sensus on priorities for 
approaching unification talks 
with West Germany, but also by 
SPD reservations about joining a 
go ve r nm ent inducting a rightist 
ally of the" CDU. 

But the impasse appeared to 
break Saturday when leaders of 
the CDU-led Allian ce for Ger- 
many Bloc, file SPD and a Liber- 
al Party amalgam reached tenta- 
tive agre eme nt on the distribu- 
tion of 24 cabinet posts envisaged 
for the new gover nm ent. 

Martin Kirchner, general 
secretary of the CDU, told repor- 
ters the dominant party emerging 
from East Germany’s first free 
elections on March IE would 


probably get. 11 ministries. 

CDU chairman Lothar de 
Mairiere has already been derig- 
nated prime minister by parlia- 
ment and his party was also ex- 
pected to gamer the Economy 
Ministry among other key port- 
folios. 

Kirchner said the SPD was in 
fine for six cabinet seats, one of 
them likely to be labour and 
social affairs. This could satisfy 
the SPD’s overriding concern to 
guarantee East Germans’ gener- 
ous social net in a future pan- 
German market economy. 

Three ministries each would be 
awarded to the German Social 
Union (DSU), the CPU’s snail 
rightist election partner, and the 
Liberal bloc, Kirchner said. The 
third member of the alliance. 
Democratic Awakening, would 
get one ministry. 


“We want to announce we 
firmly believe we can put 
together a governm ent by Thurs- 
day. That is the honest common 
will of aD parties," Kirchner said, 
reading a joint statement signal- 
ing an end to SPD footdraggiiig 
over a coalition. 

SPD spokesman Reinbard 
Hoeppner said a grand* coafition 
was “not yet in the bag,” 


an 


allusion to fingering differences 
on security rad constitutional 
issues, but there was little chance 
of it Ming apart now. 

A fourth round of negotiations 
was set for Sunday night to iron 
out disagreement over policy 
planks sure to figure prominently 
in merger negotiations doe to 
begin once a viable government 
is installed in East Berlin, 

Conservative leaders in Bonn 
rad East Berlin want a pan- 
German federal state to inherit 
West Germany's membership in 
the NATO alliance. The SPD 
favours eventual demilitmisation 
and a dissolution of the two milit- 
ary blocs in Europe. 

Another sticking point was 
bow much West Germany's con- 
stitution as the legal basis of a 
united state,. 

The CDU-led alliance sailed to 
a 48 per cent victory in the March 
18 elections that lowered the cur- 
tain on 40 years of Communist 
rale in East Germany, four 
months after a popular uprising 
overthrew die entrenched Stalin- 
ist elite. 

The SPD finished wifo 21 per 
cent but was immediately courted 
by die affiance for am ending foe 
constitution to enable swift union 
with West Germany. 


Americans value ties with Japan — poll 


TOKYO (AP) — An increasing 
number of Americans believe 
Japan is an undependable ally, 
but most U.S. opinion leaders 
continue to regard Japan as im- 
portant to the United -States, 
according to polls released 
Sunday. 

Japan’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, winch commissioned foe 
Gallup Organisation survey, said 
polls of 1,502 U.S. citizens rad 
366 U.S. “opinion leaders” were 
taken between January and 
March of this year. 

It did not say how the opinion 
leaders, who responded to writ- 
ten questionnaires, were chosen. 
The n«rgin of error for foe sur- 
veys was not provided. 

Forty per cent of the respon- 
dents from die general public said 
Japan is not a dependable ally, an 
increase of 11 percentage points 
from last year, when a anrilar 
survey was conducted. 


Nonetheless, 44 per cent of the 
general group — down from 50 
per cent in 1989 — said Japan is 
iable.” 


‘depend; 

Tnepo 


poll also indicated a grow- 
ing number of Americans — 46 
per cent — characterised coop- 
eration between the two coun- 
tries as “fair.” Last year 40 per 
cent of the respondents said 
cooperation was either “good” or 
“fair”. 


Almost two-thirds of the U.S. 
opinion leaders surveyed rated 
Japan as more important to U.S. 
long-range interests than Hima 
Seventy per cent of the respon- 
dents, op from 62 per cent last 
year, said the United States 
would find it easier to cooperate 
wifo China than Japan in striving 
fin- peace and stability in Asia. 

The results also pointed to 
overwhelming support — 85 per 
cent — for the U.S.- Japan mutual 


security treaty. 

However, the number of opin- 
ion leaders who thought, U.S.- 
Japanese cooperation was 
“good” declined from 54 per cent 
last year to 45 per cent. Respon- 
dents who said cooperation was 
only “fair" dimed to 41 per cent 
from 33 per cent. 

The number of American lead- 
ers who said Americans and 
Japanese have a “poor” under- 
standing of each other rose from 
32 per cent to 41 per cent. Those 
who said mutual understanding 
was “fair" fell from 60 per cent 53 
per cent, and those who said it 
was “good" declined from 6 per 
cent to 3 per cent 

Foreign Ministry acting spokes- 
man Sfaigeo Takenaka said the 
results indicate that “despite foe 
rather negative press we receive 
occasionally, the American Peo- 
ple’s view of Japan has been quite 
sound.” 


North Sea ferry fire death toll may reach 150 


LYSEKIL, Sweden (AP)— Fire- 
fighters battled through the night 
to contain the fire that turned 
a North Sea ferry into a death- 
trap. Authorities Sunday were 
still unable to provide a precise 
death toD, but up 150 were feared 
dead in the disaster. 

Investigators were looking into 
reports that the blaze, winch 
broke out early Saturday as most 
passe n ge r s slept, was cansd by 
arson. But the intense flames 
prevented them from inspecting 
the sites aboard where the fires 
broke out. 


The ferry was guided by tugs to 
a dock in Lysekil, a port on 
Sweden’s west coast, arriving 
Saturday night. Much of the 
midships section on the upper 
decks was blackened, and the 
blaze was still uncontrolled 24 
horns after it broke out. 

Tugboats alongside poured wa- 
ter onto foe stricken ferry, which 
was listing heavily. Authorities 
feared that die weight of water 
used to fight the still-raging 
flames could capsize ft. 


More fora 100 bodies were 
expected to be found aboard the 
fire-blackened Scandinavian Star, 
but fire and rescue workers early 
Sunday were unable to reach the 
lower part of foe vessel, where 
many of the dead were believed 
to be. 

Some of the firefighters who 
came off foe ship during the night 
were in tears. 


Norwegian Prime Minister Jan 
Sysc ordered flags to fly at half- 
staff for the victims of what the 
Swedish News Agency ( IT 1 ) de- 
scribed as the worst fury disaster 
in Scandinavian waters. 

Dr. Tom Brokopp, leader of a 
Swedish medical rescue team, 
said a passenger list indicated that 
466 people had been on board, 
including 94 crewmembers. In 
Oslo, Jan Erik Nermoen, repre- 
senting tiie Danish VR-Dano line. 


said 493 passengers and crew 
were on a manifest. 

- The ferry had been bound from 
Oslo to Frederikshaven, De- 
nmark. 

Survivors and rescuers told of 
panic and confusion, alarms that* 
didn’t work, rad seemingly un- 
trained crewmembers who 
couldn’t speak foe same lan- 
guage. 

“We went on board a death 
trap," said Norwegian survivor 
Greta Holen. “It was pure luck 
that I survived.” 


Hi Kvale Nielsen. “We were 
hanging there, with smoke com- 
ing out strongly.” 

Passengers trying to reach the 
open decks lost their way in 
narrow, smoke-filled corridors 
and succumbed. Some died in 
their cabins. 

“We woke up in the middle of 
foe night. I beard a noise outside. 
I went out erf foe cabin and saw 
thick, blade smoke,” said Danish 
passenger Leo Odeland, an Oslo 
resident travelling wifo his wife 
and two daughters. 


Up to 340 people, many wrap- 
ped in blankets against near- 
freezing temperatures, were re- 
ported rescued from lifeboats by 
helicopters and ships in the 
Skagerrak Straits, 74 kilometres 
south of foe Norwegian Ferder 
Bland. More than 20 of the in- 
jured were hospitalised. 

“It took a very longtime to get 
tiie lifeboats out. Then nobody 
knew bow to get them down,” said 


“Nothing happened when I 
pushed tiie fire alarm. I hadn’t 
heard the alarm go off. At 
another place where there was 
supposed to be an alarm, nothing 
was there.” 

The Danish owners of foe feny 
said they strongly suspected 
arson. 

More than 100 bodies re- 
mained aboard, district police 
chief Roar Onso said Saturday. 


Over 1 00 states to attend 


London drug conference 


LONDON (AP) — Ministers and 
senior officials from more fora 
l00 nations gather in London 
Monday for a three-day confer- 
ence on ways to reduce the appe- 
tite for illicit drugs, particularly 
cocaine. 

Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher, Colombian President 
Virgilio Barco and U.N. Secret- 
ary General Javier Perez de Cuel- 
lar will address the opening ses- 
aon of foe world ministerial 
drugs summit. 

“The drag issue is growing in 
significance month by month rad 
year by year," said Home Office 
Minister David Mellor. “The 
more we look at the issue, the 
more apparent it is that interna- 
tional cooperation is not an op- 
tion , but a necessity.” 

He angled out Barco as “a 
courageous representative of a 
drag nation struggling against 
drug traffickers." 

The conference, organised by 
the British government in asso- 
ciation with foe United Nations, 
follows up on the international 
co nfer ence on drag abuse and 
illicit trafficking, which was held 
in Vienna in June 1987. 

That conference agreed for the 
first time on an overall approach 
to prevention, treatment, rehabi- 
litation and reducing narcotics 
trafficking. 

British official said foe Lon- 
don conference would follow foe 
same approach. 

“Drags are no longer a social 
problem of the rich and pam- 


pered," said Lynda Chalker, 
minister for overseas develop- 
ment 

*T believe unless we make our 
approach comprehensive, we will 
fail. We have to tackle all issues 
at once if we are to have a chance 
to win," sbe told reporters at a 
briefing on the conference. 

Britain has invited all members 
of foe United Nations and all 
non-member observer states. 
Chalker said her government is 
paying the expenses of delega- 
tions from some developing coun- 
tries. 

Mellor said the c o nfe ren ce was 
concentrating on curbing demand 
because it was at foe root of drug 
abuse. 


“We know in foe end as long as 
demand is there, there will always 
be somebody to get foe supply 
through,” he said. 

The conference win eonader 
education programmes to prevent 
drug use, identification of drag 
misusers and early intervention to 
prevent misuse. 

Organisers derided to single 
out cocaine, Mellor said, because 
“cocaine has suddenly come from 
nowhere to be the principle drug 
of misuse, not only here but 
elsewhere in foe world.” ■ 

“The American experience 
shows that we underestimate 
cocaine at our peril, especially 
when mixed wifo smoking as 
crack,” be said, re ferri n g to a 
highly addictive mystalised form 
of cocaine. 


Romanian parties draw up battle lines for elections 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania’s 
politicians formed battle lines 
Sunday for free elections in May, 
wifo foe ruling National Salvation 
Front (NSF) squaring off against 
a loose alliance of centrist parties. 

The front, which indndes ex- 
Communists, formally elected in- 
terim President Ion Biescu as its 
leader and he urged party mem- 
bers to go all-out for victory in 
the country’s first democratic 
vote in five decades. 

“The National Salvation Front 
has a special political duty for the 
country. We must win tins elec- 
tion,” Ilicscu told cheering sup- 
porters at a front rally. 

“This is not a narrow objective. 
The front is the only political 
force capable of stopping foe 
right-wing forces,” he said, refer- 
ring to foe main opposition par- 
ties. “We must do everything to 
bar foe way of foe right.” 


Hiescu, a 57-year-old former 
Communist Party official side- 
lined by executed Stalinist raler 
Nicoale Ceausescu, is already the 
front-running candidate for die 
presidency and his party is lead- 
ing in opinion polls ahead of tiie 
voting on May 20. 

The front's main challengers, 
three centrist opposition parties, 
announced a non-aggresson pact 
Sunday but stopped short of 
forming a coalition. . 

The National Peasants Party, 
the National Liberals and the 
Social Democrats said in a joint 
statement they would avoid 
attacking each other with the aim 
of “a common tight against the 
enemies of the tine democracy." 


The front’s anti-Communist 
rivals have branded foe front, 
which came to power after last 
December's uprising which 
ousted Ceausescu, as foe inheri- 
tor of the Communist mantle. 

The front denies the charge 
and says it took command of foe 
country in the national interest. 

Biescu said nearly one nriilion 
of Romania’s 23 milfion people 
were members of the front and 
described its ideology as centre- 
left. 

As election formations became 
dearer, demonstrators for and 
against the front took to the 
streets of Buch a rest. 

Small groups carrying flowers 
and waving red, blue and yellow 
national flags marched to a big 
rally called % the front to end its 
congress which confirmed Biescu 
as party chairman. 

Anti-Communist groups mas- 
sed in a central square in the 

capital. Protesters shouted 
.“down with Communisui, down 
'wifo Bisecu. “One banner read: 
“Down wifo the activist Utescn — 
the heroes did not die for the 
Communist mafia of foe National 
Salvation Front.” 

The three main opposition par- 
ties said their candidates would 
compete against each other and 
against Biescu in the first round 
of voting for the presidency. 

Alliance candidates declared so 
far are National liberal leader 
Radii Campeanu and Ion Ratio, a 
millionaire who returned from 
exile in the West after the revolu- 
tion and is running for the 
Peasants Party. 

The force parties said that if no 


candidate won an outright major- 
ity in foe fin* round, they would 
all s u ppo r t the affiance candidate 
who remained in the running. 

In the election for a two-cham- 
ber parliament, to be conducted 
under a proportional representa- 
tion system, they would have 
separate lists, tiie statement said. 

The three parties, successors of 
century-old formations crushed 
during 43 years of Communist 
nde, said they would not take 
part in “a government formed by 
a political organisation built upon 
old Co mmuni st structures” — a- 
dear reference to tiie front. 

Diescn’s party is favourite to 
win Romania’s first free pofi in 
half a century, which 68 parties 
plan to contest. 

An opinion poll published 
Saturday said 57 per cent of the 
16 million voters would opt for 
the front, followed by 17 per cent 
for the National Liberals. 

.Meanwhile Ceausescu’s home 
town, which experienced the best 
and foe worst of the executed 
Communist leader’s regime, is 
having a bard time adjusting to 
democracy. 

Residents say they were 
pleased when Scomicestfs best- 
Jmown son was overthrown in a 
popular uprising last December 
and welcome the new multi-party 
system to be put to tiie test in 
elections next month. 

But here, as in towns and 
vipages across foe country, uncer- 
tainty over the future kxiks likely 
to produce a big vote for 
Ceausescn’s successors, the 
National Salvation Front 

“This adversarial system — 


people are not used to competi- 
tion between parties,” sighed loc- 
al council President Hie Manea. 

. “We don’t understand how 
democracy works,” said Nicohna 
Mateescu, wife of a local priest. 
“We grew accustomed to a angle 
party and we obeyed what we had 
to do. It’s very difficult to ad- 
just” 

An old man said the town’s 
17,000 people were pleased when 
Ceausescu was toppled. 

“In a way there was good and 
bad in December,” he said, “ft 
was good that we got rid of foe 
devil... but we don’t know what is 
going to happra.” 

There is no sign of campaigning 
for the May 20 election in Scor- 
mcesti, 150 kilometres west of 
Bucharest, and local leaders say 
die ruling front, which assumed 
power after the uprising, is cer- 
tain to win most of the votes here. 

Scoraicesti officials were re- 
placed immediately after the re- 
volution. The town museum, de- 
voted partly to die Ceausescu 
dan, was turned into a school. 

Vandals smashed foe white 
marble cross on the grave' of 
Ceausescu’s parents in the cemet- 
ery a month ago. But the small 
white family bouse, unoccupied, 
remains intact 

The change of repine was 
peaceful here — reflecting, 
perhaps, amabi valence over the 
downfall of a native son who 
brought prosperity to the town.-. 

Ceausescu left Scormcesti at' 
the age of 13 to train as a 
shoemaker in Bucharest and 
when in power came back on 
visits little more than opce a year. 


Although he gave himself 
grand titles like “tiie conducator” 
(leader), be was derided by 
Bucharest demonstrators as “the 
cobbler." 

Scoraicesti has clothing and car 
parts factories, a brewery and — 
unusually for such a small town 
— a big spors stadium wifo a 
national league soccer team. The 
roads have fewer potholes than 
many other towns. 

“Scormcesti was regarded as 
privileged," said Gheorghe Be- 
au, a youth centre director in 
nearby Slatina, the county town. 

“It got forced development... it 
was resented.” he - said. Scor- 
mcesti regularly emerged in*local 
statistics wifo foe top farm 
output. 

Despite its special status, the 
town also felt the excesses of 
Ceausescu’s. regime. 

Manea said it suffered the same 
shortages of food, fuel and con- 
sumer goods winch built up re- 
sentment against him across the 
country.” We got no special 
favours,” he said. 

living in Ceausescu’s birth- 
place was no bed of roses because 
some of his relatives lived there 
too, local people say. . 

Tales of high-handed treatment 
by Ceansescn’s aster, Elena Bai- 
butescu, and her family are com- 
mon (4 ace. 

. Barbulescu, 62, was’ arrested 
after the revolution and was last 
reported under investigation cm 
corruption charges. She was 
heard denying her. guilt before a 
public prosecutor on television in 
February. No trial date has been 
announced. 



Griffith Joyner 
expecting first child 


NEW YORK (AP) — Florence 
Griffith Joyner, the heroine of 
foe 1988 Olympics, is expecting 
her first child in November, 
according to her business agent. 
“Site was delighted to hear the 
news,” Gordon Baskin said. Grif- 
fith Joyner won gold medals in 
the 100-metre and 200-metre 
dasbes and the 400-metre relay 
and a silver medal in foe 1,600-' 
metre relay at foe Seoul Games. 
She also is the world record- 
holder in the 100 and 200. Her 
husband is A1 Joyner, the 1984 
Olympic gold medallist in the tri- 
ple jump. 


Swayze wants roles 
with positive impact 


NEW YORK (AP) — He’s best 
known for playing the catskflls 
casanova in Dirty Dancing, but 
Patrick Swayze says he’d prefer 
the roles that once went to stars 
such as Spencer Tracy or Gene 
Kelley. “I want to bare a cum tike 
Spencer Tracy, Robert Deniro, 
Gene Kelly, Omar Sharif. I want 
to do roles rhar have a positive • 
impact,” Swayze said In a recent 
interview. “With foe state foe 
world is in, Tm looking for a 
hero.” Swayze, 37, fbunv a hero 
when he was growing up. “I used 
my father as a pattern, and the 
things be believed in and stood 
for are still important,” said 
Swayze, whose father died in 
1982. The two were very dose, 
and Swayze recalled his fattier 
was “always there” during his 
childhood. “He was a very neat 
man, a very gentle man. I got a 
very intense side from my 
father,” be said. “Without the 
input of either of them. I’d never < 
be who I am today.” 


Ivana Trump to make 
fashion her business 


NEW YORK (AP) — Ivana 
Tramp, whose estranged husband 
Donald said he paid her $1 a year 
and all the dresses sbe wanted for 
running the Plaza Hotel, plans to 
make fashion her business. 
Women’s Wear daily reported. 
Mrs. Tramp has decided to 
launch her own collections of 
ready-to-wear do thing, accessor- 
, Jes, Jewelry and luggage in 1992, 

| according to the trade daily. Mrs. 
Tramp refused to say who will i 
manufacture the^e collections, 
file daily reported, but insisted 
they wiD be made by “top com- 
panies around the world.” She 
said her licensing arrangements 
were bring negotiated by “a ma- 
jor licensing company,” which 
she wouldn't name, according to 
foe daily. Her spokesman, John 
Scanlon, said he had not seen the 
report. He said Mrs. Trump “has 
received a large number of offers 


to endorse a number of products 
and she is examining all Of them.” 
During Seventh Avenue’s fashion 
week. Mis. Trump has presided 
at the Plaza over the shows of 
Oscar de la Renta, Arnold 
Scaasi. Carolina Herrera, Rebeo 
ca Moses and Carolyne Roehm. 
ft was her idea to attract them to 
the Plaza, which was purchased 
by her billionaire developer hus- 
band. According to foe report. 
Mis. Trump is spreading the 
word among retailers about her 
plans to turn from fashion patro- 
ness to designer. 


Woman tallies 
$171,746 

in parking tickets 


NEW YORK (AP) — Officials 
say Sylvia Matos parked her car 
wherever she wanted — in front 
of fire hydrants, at bus stops, 
beside expired parking metres. 
The result: $171,746 in fines and 
the dubious title of New York’s 
No. 1 Scofflaw. Borfcen down, 
foe numbers indicate Ms. Matos 
collected an average 2.4 tickets a 
day — including holidays. Her 
efforts to avoid detection and 
coflection included r egisterin g her 
car under 19 different addresses 
and 36 sets of licence plates. 
Unfortunately, the city doesn’t 
expect to collect from Ms. Matos, 
because she probably no longer 
fives in New York, said Parking 
Violations Bureau Director Tom 
McEnery. He said Ms. Matos 
received 2,800 tickets between 
Dec. 31, 1984, and Feb. 28, 1988. 
She is the parking bureau’s most 
wanted motorist “She got tickets 
all over the place for all different 
tilings," said McEnergy. “They 
ran the gamut from double park- 
ing to expired metres to hyd- 
rants.” “You’re always going to 

find somebody trying to beat the 

tystem. But she’s our no. 1, no 
question,” foe director said. 

We’ve tried to find out where 
she’s at, but it’s a cold traiL” 
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